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EDITORIAL
In This Issue: TSSCI Lost

This issue, volume 46(1), includes five research papers. Abdullah and Zain-
ab explore the “Collaborative Digital Library” and use it to serve as a user-con-
structed systems to empower students in information literacy practices. Findings
regarding teachers’ reception of the digital library are encouraging as they feel the
relevance of the digital library to the current requirement of the students’ project
and its potential to entrench information and resource study skills through project-
based learning. Huang proposes the patent curriculum planning and design in
Library and Information Science (LIS) schools. She investigates and analyzes the
existing courses related to patent knowledge. This article, which contains both ac-
ademic and practical views, will benefit librarians who are patent retrieval experts
and the LIS education for potential patent retrieval professionals. Yu probes the
solution for long-term preservation of web resources by adopting the standardized
method and analyzing composition components and characteristics of web re-
sources according to the perspective of the data structure. This study has offered
web resources integrity, management and application effectively with the whole
information content. The team organized by Liang, Chen and Hsu examine the
participation motivations and work styles of administrators of Chinese Wikipedia
among Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Mainland China. Findings and suggestions are
given to Wiki administrators for a better understanding and significant view.

In this issue, we especially invite Ye and Gu from Nanjing University to
present academic journal databases, supplier, such as Wanfang, TsingHua Tong
Fang, Vip, etc., and its related evaluation mechanism. This article compares
respective similarities and differences, analyses the progress of academic journal
evaluation, the existing problems, and those corresponding measures and trends. It
is a worthwhile reading for those readers who would like to explore the academic
publishing market in the Mainland.

Combining already received as well as new manuscripts there are 19 in total
that we have processed in the past several months. Among these manuscripts,
seven needed to be substantially revised, thus the review committee has not yet
come to the consensus as for whether they should be accepted or not. Another
four manuscripts are in the first round reviewing process. As a result, only eight
manuscripts, including accepted and rejected ones, are processed in this issue,
which brought the rejection rate to 40% for this issue. The journal frequency of
quarterly and its publication lag have unsettled the rejection rate to some extent.

We tried the fourth time in filing for Taiwan Social Science Citation Index
(TSSCI) inclusion; unfortunately, we failed again. As reflecting upon the Journal’s
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needed improvement, we are also aware that there are some issues, including poli-
tics, in Taiwan’s academic environment that are essentially difficult for the field
of LIS, which cannot be reasonably resolved. Here I would like to name a few
episodes that we have experienced in the past: one is related to citation style, and
another is regarding Chinese translation.

LIS is a multidisciplinary field; therefore, the differences in the nature of
humanities and social science should be respected. The choice of citation styles is
not an absolute decision; rather, it is usually based on the tradition of the field as
well as the scholar’s training. This is also why the Journal has been offering two
options — APA and Chicago (Turabian) styles. By examining internationally
well-known journals that are listed in the SSCI and A&HCI, we found that many
of the journals also have two options in terms of citation styles. Thus, we can be
certain that merely accepting one citation style is not the norm for international
journals. By accepting both APA and Chicago styles, we require that scholars use
the preferred style and be consistent throughout the manuscript. It is therefore
beyond our understanding that our practice has been identified as problematic in
TSSCI reviews for the past applications.

The second episode concerns with TSSCI’s policy of translating article title
and abstract that is originally written in English into Chinese. This is not an im-
possible request; the translation work could be easily done by editorial staff or
even graduate students. However, this is unnecessary and unrelated to anything
scholarly. We have not been conforming to this request because we do not believe
this is the right way to go. For one thing, most international authors are unable
to check with us whether our Chinese translations are correct. For another, even
if we obtain the authorization from international authors to translate their works,
we are concerned whether we can faithfully translate the article title and abstract
without the author’s confirmation. Since we have been pushing forward be in-
ternational in many aspects academically, TSSCI does not have strong argument
for insisting on the Chinese translation. Compared with this controversy, English
Summary for Chinese articles that we started to include in the Journal since last
year, we now have another newly added feature — the Romanization of Chinese
references. The reason for this rather time consuming task is to meet the inclu-
sion requirement of foreign citation databases, such as SSCI. And this is a task of
realism that JOEMLS can afford to make it.

With its many shortcomings, we believe TSSCI still has a lot of room for
improvement. We expect TSSCI to become a responsible platform that is trust-
worthy for the scholarly community in Taiwan. The JoEMLS lost TSSCI again,
but TSSCI has lost itself for quite a long time.

Jeong-Yeou Chiu
JoEMLS Editor
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