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Abstract

In order to reflect the present of Chinese academic journal evaluation, using
the methods of document review and comparative research, reviews the situa-
tion of management departments, universities, academic institutions, societies,
database suppliers and periodicals publishers which are engaged in academic
journal evaluation, compares respective similarities and differences, analyses
the progress of academic journal evaluation and the existing problems, puts
forward some corresponding measures and trends.

Keywords: Chinese academic journal; Academic journal evaluation; Evalua-
tion system of academic journals

SUMMARY

Currently, the function of academic journal evaluations is increasingly of
concern in Mainland China. Management departments, various academic institu-
tions, full-text database suppliers and Societies are engaged in academic journal
evaluations in Mainland China. National News and Press Publishing, the Jour-
nals’ management department, has promulgated Quality Control Standard of So-
cial Sciences Periodicals (try out), Quality Requirement of Science And Technol-
ogy Periodicals, and Quality Evaluation Criteria of Science And Technology Pe-
riodicals, Quality Control & Evaluation Methods of Social Sciences Periodicals.
It also has hosted some awards such as the China National Periodical Award and
Journal Phalanx. The Ministry of Education, which hosts most Journals, has host-
ed National Excellent College Natural Science Journal & Ministry of Education
Excellent Science and Technology Journal, Constructing Famous Brand Columns
& Publication. Universities and research institutions such as Peking University,
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Chinese Academy of Sciences, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and Nanjing
University have established evaluation systems of academic journals as the form
of source journals, core journals and citation databases respectively. These are A
Guide to the Core Chinese Periodical, Chinese Science Citation Database, Chi-
nese Humanities and Social Science Citation Database & A Guide to the Core
Journals in Chinese Humanities and Social Sciences, and Chinese Social Science
Citation Index. Wanfang, TsingHua TongFang, Vip, the three full-text database
suppliers, have set foot in the field of journal evaluation. They have developed
the Chinese Science and Technology Paper and Citation Database & Chinese
Core Journal Database (prudently selected), Chinese Citation Database & Chi-
nese Academic Journals Comprehensive Citation Report, and Chinese Scientific
and Technical Journal Database (cited edition), respectively. The society of the
Academic Journal of Chinese Humanities and Social Sciences once evaluated the
Core Journals in Chinese Humanities and Social Sciences. The Library Society
of China also evaluated journals in library science.

In Mainland China, some progress has been made in academic journal evalu-
ation:

1. It has newly formed the coverage of academic journal evaluation. Not
only management departments but also academic institutions and societies
evaluate academic journals; Not only all disciplines but also only humanities
and social sciences or natural science academic journals are evaluated; The core
journals selected prudently system are established not only without database but
also with database. There are both journals citation database singly and citation
database based on full-text database.

2. It has newly formed the indicator system of academic journal evaluation.
International general evaluation standards and indicator systems are used, such as
quality standard, publishing standard, editing standard, quantity of citation, impact
factor, period of half life, immediacy index, H-index, ratio of abstract, reprinting
rate, published paper ratio, and downloaded ratio. It has improved the objectivity
and rationality of the evaluation by the standards and indicators.

3. It has newly formed the method of qualitative evaluation combined
with quantitative evaluation. We all agree that qualitative evaluation by experts
combined with quantitative evaluation is the best method, such as careful
examination-peer review matching citation analysis.

4. It has newly selected some better academic journals which have great
influence in fields of academia. They play an important role in promoting Chinese
academic research.

Nevertheless, there are some simultaneous disadvantages:
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1. It is likely to cause confusion that the quantities of core journals or source
journals that were selected by several institutions are different. Strictly speaking,
source journals are different from core journals. Source journals are statistical
sources which are selected by the academic nature of periodicals, editing criteria
and some others, according to the purpose and requirements of the compiled
database. Core journals publish a high-density of documents on some subjects,
have a relatively high ratio of abstracts, citation rates and utilization ratios,
representing the current level and development trend of the subject.

2. It is very conspicuous that the evaluation system of academic journals
and citation databases are repeatedly constructed. There are not only more than
one comprehensive citation databases, but also each has two citation databases
(evaluation systems) in natural science and social science. In addition, there are
some gaps and deficiencies simultaneously. For example, all citation databases
have no field for citation-keywords (subject words) which is the main access
entry of special literature. The function of logical operation (Boolean Calculation
symbol such as logical operator “NOT”) between different retrieval fields may be
strengthened. In addition, there is less special index which can embody further
comprehensive content in some subjects than comprehensive citation indexes.

3. The meaning and calculation method of evaluation indicators should be
unified. For example, the explanation of indicators such as citation times, impact
factor and the concrete statistical method are different in each of these indicator
systems of academic journal evaluation. The academic journal evaluation
indicators are comprehensive reflections on quantity demands or requirement of a
certain aspect of journals. We should select the most important indicators which
are representative and can be collected and proved.

4. The evaluation systems of academic journals need to be perfect. Not
only the evaluation indicator systems but also the evaluation systems, evaluation
methods and evaluation purposes should be included in the evaluation systems
of academic journals. There are many problems in evaluation indicator
systems, evaluation purposes and the screening mechanisms, challenge systems,
announcement systems, feedback systems, evaluation procedures, evaluation
processes of the peer reviews, for example, evaluating for evaluation, evaluating
for holding evaluation rights, evaluating hastily when conditions were not
available and getting contrary results, paying less attention on the source and
quality of journal evaluation data, and small numbers and narrow fields of selected
journal evaluation experts.

Mainland Chinese academic journals are in a transition period from the num-
ber of achievements to the quality of achievements. According to each evaluation
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subject, it is expected that those evaluating academic journals will pay more atten-
tion on the purposes of academic journal evaluation, evaluating academic journal
quality and the rationality of academic journal evaluation in next several years.
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