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B N T s RS SR A A E S BRI R P AT A SIS - e
MERHEES ~ BRSO D ZEFEN - FERHBEGLEZ B
(MREFEL > 2005) » £ - B T ARFTARIRERESERR - HEREEES
FEEE G - ERESEGERRG L > ABERERRNES - E
BRFFZAINE - K2 EEAENEHS -

MAESRHBEEE - WAL — 8RR SCR RS M 2 (OMEF
B+ 2005) » EEHIER HSE WAL T SRIER - ERE GRS iR BB
BEREFE AW SRE I TESR B - It BB - 5350 - 5
BERHEGE - ABSGES NGB E RIFEnEE - RIA LR HEE
HER LSRR - AR R H R W AR 2 RFIN S ZEM - 0 S
WIERER RS - B R P A A A SRR TR - PRSP IR IR A SRr s
Bl o DRIECARIFS S DA B B RS B FE S B R RS E & H S s T i e
b - fErPEEERER RS - I EREEAER B S5 1R -

L SORRERR

CIERABINER

M8 Madden (1991) HYfERE » TEXHBRIXRHER BITHE HCHET
113 RS2 AR A T BT B B0 5 Lyman (1998 ) RIS B E 28 Ry A RE
TEZR PR S R S B I TR - BB BF LR RAG (1997) FRAER
FITHE B2 AN SIS Z — RV A A RIBURRER - MR R
THATEFRE TR THEN—EBHE A - CRE TRESEAE &S
& - HHEME - ERBEIFEREER (EERE » 2000) @ @R ACRHTE
BANARE  BRTAERE - AR E S HESHETHE - KILES2EMN
B ERBEAHINERERAENRE AR  REGRIENHEE @ K
BB THURR R - EIANER ~ AR R BBt S LR B AR -

—fmiE - GEER T ERKE AT EFATHE  WERIEELEE
57 eI EIEE BT EL - I SRR o BRI L Rbk
KA (1997) BIMERBE AR AITHB N HGAR R A RB L - 1 ERER
BRI B SRR « SRIEILEM RGN R T fEREE S et B0 R
Hig » {FEBUFRIE A T MRS SRR T EREITH
B A A BB E - BN ENHEEFHEERAITHE - EEH
TERNFI AT RIS Z IR BALR » — B AR T 852 JTEREE » TS0k
AT  EFHE (FABRE » 2005) - HEEEFHENEL S FHEEEZ
—ERHE - WHBLERBITHE - WA - EREITHETN BT B
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B EARE SRR NN EEE o [CBOhB i HE KRG - ERHE
FRAY T 5 IR A ERE R SRR AR TEHC BN MERRIER
o HEIEESR R AENSEEEAZE —MEE R BTHERIEE
KX HKEEZ AR R Th e T HER i (AR EL » 2005) ©

ARWFFEARRRT Gk — B - Y EISGRIERRNE - S EREERN
MEHCE S ERE AL » RIBLAF AT E S il Ry Ry — 224 - TERLRFFEpTiise
AR Ry T AR H B - SIS amiE R B B T ERHE o TR
BEITHE L8 EX AR ) =FHEE - KIHRWTE ST =845 Ry [R5
& G TEIER iR E AN - KRR T ERE R, 3 -

CIRBIFER EEEDL

EBITERHZOR R - B 1960 FHOREIG - 15 B A FIEEM
£z HE1980 WS EFE IS LER R R - HEREMHE R A A
S HBIM -

SE B i B 3EHE S (Florida Department of Education * f&#% FLDOE ) #i#
ACRREFEE R H2aVEIRE - A0 FIAE 1994 F 19954 » L REEFEERHE FE
ERER RSN - B8 1995 Bt H THEE - G312 NREEBTERHEZE
RIEHAVT BRI BUE G EAW » B 29.6% & R HIRIEE - 199551996 4F » H 42%
IR RE RN AREREE - R LR ~ )T AIEREIRE - 27% 78Rl
o RO BRI EERET A 16% » HAFEIK Ry 15% (Lines, 2000) @ #EHH]
HEE T BB R S B 2R ] AR BRI (RT3 -

EEITER A BREREERVIUSE B OREEEEE - e - SR
HEEIEE - SR HHERETIY 7 EEH - LS AE RN DAREE E R
15« EERVEEBOREZ T HENZ -

1. BRERE

EBTER H BB EFIEEA AR E IR - 312 KRB i
R e EBHREE 7 © F11990 -4 » EBITER H2AUS SR LimA THmImE
I KRETRER H B REENZMIOE - HRoRERS R R 52 -
FEEEH Mayberry ~ Knowles * Ray fllMarlow ( 1995) JKFES H &b Fy— T il &
TEE) R R ARAR 53 R TP B

(1)5%&@wHA (contention )

1960 FEAAHTE] 1970 45K » HEFFIMZ John Holt (1969 ) K Ivan Ilich (1970)
RICFEEHENF ARG - 5[k g - FriaiesE N B e
INTEARAFEEEHEF] o 35 LEHE B P am BT DR RA N AR AR 28 H B e
BEAE 80 AR » FFr ALRIFAIA Ry B C & TR AR IE o B HERY HUERE T » 1
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FHZHmA

(2)%378H ( confrontation )

197048 » LB EERT SR E I NBURF AR FI S R 2 R AHER] ~ 1
BURHIRERR S BB SRR T E & - SRR ENBUREIR T 85 L &
FIESEHRLERE | AR SR EE A 0T« EF N BURBLE Sl B R Y ~ FAT SR
B AN RETAER HE » B RN RAER AR - FOTRREHEER -
BAPRERERL -

(3)&1EHA (cooperation )

TRNAER BB ARG R A REEEER © a EBERYHIR - PEAA ]
MHEE b iFAEHEE - HERZEGMS 2 —KAKE - 1980FERF - H
BRBS AR HREFKEREZEY - KEKAEETE - A2EEHEHEH
GAEBCR - BIANSEEIEEI (Salt Lack City ) 2 EEGIIAESE [ 241024 I F 2
W E B R E S - DU SRR ~ RIERSEAE 5 e
M EF221& (San Diego City School District ) FH PN BORF R A B i A T FE 52 2]
#8513 (Community Home Education Program » &% CHE ) » /E /A7 22k BAAE
R HBHHERS -

(4)%:[EH ( consolidation )

1970 A 1980 AR » BRI 3T 210 X B BT FITR Z BlfE 7oL 1
HAVERE - AR ZERHE - FERRES H 2RI AT - I H
FERTIY) » MAEFERAEMTE « B BB ~ EARENE - )e [HLER
EEWAMAER HENTTY o ERBMHFTHRB R T KR ERIER HE2HXK
e [A - R BB —FBEZERBUS A - FTLIE 199048 - fERH
BRIABPEEE - BRTHESCEENE A - FRRR AN AT R AR
.

(5)57FEHA ( compartmentalization )

1990 Rz %% - ER B EHMEBEN N EEEZ R - BEREPHEBRE
B ERHEH R ERARE - KM A SRR St i A A FriEpE -
LeAh - fHRRR T IRE TS R NS E R B RS ~ ZbhmaRE i - A
HAEMBIREEL - IO XEHERBEEFEME -~ FHE R - BubREK
FEARE BRI A R L iR Aa Tl - TiaAE R 3 B2 E 4L -

2. EEEXRB2MIER

IRIBE B R BEHE FHZ551E (National Household Education Surveys Program,
f&f% NHES ) 43 314E 2003 £F J¢ 2007 4F- ¥ LB A REEERIE R H 22 RIA G A
AGCHN N — R e 2 o T ERHER - B ER BRI L R R 2
PERAERE (31.2% ) » FHSCETERBIRX (29.8% ) » LUK A
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(16.5% ) » 2007 SEFZERHIBILE AL - SFRBRGEIEHE RS B R
it 15% » — AR 729 R 83% - SEBIACRBEIETER FIBHAIA £ 1995
BB K2 2 WA R R R IR IRA] - SRIIHE 2007 48 » SRBUGETEH
TS Ry S A0 R T RIS GRS SRATR 1 TS

k1 AARKRERERALREGGIEK

B R E SR
2003 2007 2003 2007

et

1 EEERIRE 854 88 312 21
2 RS HESE 682 73 165 17
3 FEHEEEHRE 723 83 298 36
4 B PEREE 159 11 6.5 2
5 BERRTER 289 21 72 4
6 HAth 20.1 32 8.8 14
7 FEEHBE X - 65 - 7

Note. From 1.5 Million Homeschooled Students in the United States
in 2007 by National Center for Education Statistics, 2008,
Foméscholing n 1 Uned S 200y Natonl Conte
for Education Statistics, 2006, Retrieved from http://nces.ed.gov/
pubs2006/2006042.pdf

FFZ SURREIR RSN SR B P FAA R RARM & - ARSI R
IREEMERSAAR A - DUSCRERGEEBE R, - FF 2 AR SR
ARIEH] - AR %15 E (Wikel, 1995)  SERAHE(S H CHIE
ERELLEE RN AR (Jones, n.d. ) » 3l HREFHG T T2 ATV /750 - M
B EREEREE - M FTAREAESE B B SE REA e it — (8 A Rk ELis i 22
IERTE - BERFREFERFMEEENE - (G T H BEIS SR - IINERK
REELEZ I SB[ DUFRENE T - 55— - HSREZ N
AL ARIE RN - EHAAREGMEE A - RSB OHCE
TAEERMGE SR TEMY 5 FIRFRF 2 ACRHBBE & 7 B A 2 A ERER - A
B ACREE R FIAEE T~ WIFFAEE ST (Avner, 1989 5 Madden, 1991) » FE#-H]
LI E F e BB -

RHELETEHE R S EOURATERN & - fEREEEFZETER AR
WSRER BRI SR BB - Erh M OMER R B HR 2 - MERREI A%
HIRRIE A B A ASCEFR R (secular humanist) » 3526 R EE BRIV
R ZER 550 CAvner, 1989) » HER R B2 IR SR (IR SR BB E TS
i AEFEARGIRAES - WILRBEGEEAE B M E R R B 21
EREK - fEGE AR A REIA G RIRAER H & - M FIRE — (3L R Ry
B e AAHERENESEEEREEHCNET -
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3. AR EEENEMRIRE

KEIESR HPEISHRE - [BIEF RERIRIEZ T HEERZ - — S5 EvH
MiAESE H A - S LRI ACE A FE R H 2R RS SRRl g - R
INEAS — e ZAE{E R B SR i nl e fEAHRARAT G - AR E B T Esad
amiAE ~ BEREERE o SRR E R AR R S H B EE
ERVERE © 1E5¢H S35 Frifaany HALE AN IS AR B A - MR ~ K5
R AFIFEE ~ 20~ B3~ EBEENES - NROLESE (Lines,
nd., 1995) - SERBIREEME 0 Y AR 5 E2F R E & &
AHARIR - S RBURK Z LA S B E S R BRI (78% ) » HAX R AEZ HER
M /& HSR ~ HRESRE R (77% ) > HAEEEE (69% ) » MEHS R 2
A7 o

%2 RBARAEETIRRGT R

Mk PR B 2 2R AL Bkt
1 AHLEEE 854,000 77.9
2 TEFRHEEBHEM/EIRESK - B EE R 843,000 76.9
3 FEEEH MR 753,000 68.7
4 —f iR 653,000 59.6
5 TEFRHEEMERE 539,000 49.2
6 HE -~ g~ BHAMIREGEE 400,000 36.5
7 Hith 284,000 26.0
8 EMNATIERE 248,000 22.6
9 FLAITERL 184,000 16.8

Note. From Homeschooling in the United States: 2003, by National Center
for Education Statistics, 2006, Retrieved from http://nces.ed.gov/
pubs2006/2006042.pdf

EEITER AR H AL EEEBRE R4 o PR H2E 2k EH
E e A R B E A=A E 5 (Brostrum, 1997)  HIBHET » H54% 1
THFHEERY —-BEPGgE—XEEE > 1909 A— 2 EFHER (Mad-
den, 1991) » 1E5% H 223 KA He il BEd Ry 1 EAV IS EE - SRR S
INHREE AR R B — R R AR R i TAHE 2 oIk - BlAn e EE
JFA SRR » ZBEa B OFENEY - BEERYE LTRSS
(Brostrum, 1997) &2 HEE W FIHTE R IRB AR B EEREE - A - BE
BE R AT ELE AR R H 2 ERS R R G TFRTR - SR E LT LA 1 - BF 28
LRI FEAE e AR R BB R TER A 2T & B € (Homeschool vertical
file packet) * ARG TR ~ BIREE - BEAZHER - BRATIER M
ik~ EEERRAFEERN  BEXHREREPUEIG AN (Madden, 1991) -

oAb » BEIRIIFSEE  fER H BB EBERHERIUS &R - RIEE
A 41% MFEGF FLERESCE (Sims, 2007) © £ H 2R EN I EEHE 4
FeAtATERA TR AR B AP (A R R B2 /20 (Jackson, 2008) » tATEER
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LTS T 2CHIREST B ER » BAERRET 2R AR A A T S e 5l
EIRHER R EE - W LHER HEBRE Ty T E 5 - fERBIHhE U thaG T %iE
FRAVIRAE - FRAE S H B2 Bt SRRy A\ ] i S S m R - A -
FFZ SN AR R SR R R B RS (Bauman, 2002) °

FEZR HEAEFI A B SR S ol o O e — ML ies - A
JiARAREE ~ W% BB RSk S o AT RANE 1 FR

% 100

80

60 59

i B SEEHEEA
40 — ]

20

20 || 15 19

. ‘ [

B FHE Bt A LU

S EHE WLBE B
% S

Bl XBAERAZEHEAEERPZHE
FE ¢ ARG SELEAR LR 25 /NIRRT R A R fE 5 R
Note. From Homeschooling in the United States: 2003, by National

Center for Education Statistics, 2006, Retrieved from
http: //nces.ed.gov/pubs2006/2006042.pdf

EEEER BN

EETEXARRRUGER T 124  CHOEEREMITIERAZ -
HEEENES - HREB6FAIbiibiniHER A S - BRESHC & TF -
AR WL AR - ERAZERBNSEHE X - LT EETE
FHEHBPARRERE  REEERK B RER -

1. BREIE

BEEHRE ST FRERNFRREE - ZERE76FHNBGAREE @ 35
it gt 2o ba R - EREEN T LEE E AT - R
BRI REBE P E R R R RARAIAE » RIHER 2R Ei 2 2
HELE A (MREE » 2002)  GIETER H2HYR R T MR - HBHIeiR
BE ~ FHCCF - EESHRRERERE - EEENREA T AEREE#2E (it
BRI - 2001 5 EMBE » 2005 5 5REEA - 2006) :

(1)AR R

B B 76 FEBUF EAMMRRE LR » HE O AL - B REZ T
{LEERES ~ FBRAABLE - BRSO EEEME - HESEEE
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(o 1 SE R BRIRCEE  E © D3AMIR & ARk NV RBRF 2237 B DY — O R RS
B - HORIE TR E R - BIRCT ER E R G -

(2)F+ KUY

KRB 85 -5 At — s RAE T IL T BUR T8 T Bl i A ) S aied
BRIEE - ZMAEREERRDRHRESEMN - B E=ERE - HERA
CHEREIIARFEL » WERRNATRREITHE - R ER HREG A
fb - KGR ~ EGAEREELTHR - AR HREIERLE T E
17 BSER HSAECEE LIS -

(3)FFFI

EAtHRERFE LT ~ RER ~ BEIE - RREEERENAR 20T
RE - % 86 SMFIEPHAGHEIHER H 2B I % - R ANEOTRA - EHtE
Hfr— AR S G -

(DR E R

FHI 86 SR LRSI RLAT - (KL 87 B2 RS ECR Akt - HoAbRrithhaln
A o REI88HF - HAHAGE =AM - NUE BN MESIEN R 2 T E E e
BRI WS M TEERE R T 2ORBARINEE /720 (GRAET - 1999) - B
o1 SREEBHLG - AL R R IIRA AR T R IF R R B Hs H i
Wk o ZELABOEIE S M - MRIBHET - 95 BRI 639 ZEBIFFFEE - 297
BN 1,263 A > BEHE I HELE S H S BIPEIE I - WA (53
RTGE—f% - HMEHNR3 FoR (hEREREREEREE S - EHED -

k3 GHAZFERAFARSIT R

BUERT 95 96 97
B/ MER EH A 539 783 1,042
BHER A 100 157 221
& &t 639 940 1,263
% (HCRIAEE ) — 471 977
BRI « R BB E R A RS e
WroeE E TR

VS ALRR I B NE A 19905 AR BB SCHIE S @ Al - RS — LA AKE B
5~ DULFIBE SR Ry B2 o Db AT IS TR R T RN (BRERAN -
2006) °

2 FENF LB 19944F tH—BERD L BB R R R - HISNREEEAI A SHM 4 L5873 -
JRFE RAGENREER - HEEROEER : HE2E - 844 - BUEE - EE4E
T (ERE  ZHE0 ~ BURE - 2006) -

3 19944E4 H 10 H R B T —OHBERERRAKS S ) SEE - SRR E/ NI NS - B
tho HEBIECEBRL » DURHIETEE BAEPY AR - REBUN IEREE SR (19—
OHBEUGERSE - 1996) -
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2. EEBAERBBNIER

NEEEERER BN R EAEHER - @EET2 A B BN G S
FEHBREETRENIL - $7E LIRSS GE R 3 2R S E REHLU T
S

(1)FREEINEER B RS

BEANDRIERNEP R REIERER A2 HpDEEERE - FH
TEIIRG TAUMIR KA SCRE - A =80 S B E RS SRR - SR ERES
LRI ALEZR H B (U= » 2005) - AR ELDEERIERIEE S8t - M3
R T 2B AR R, » R AEREHEREE AN B TR
I BRI EEER - S5 8EEE (ZERE 0 2007) < BRIb2 4 - BFERZEER L
BHRETIREN T ERREERE SR ) R o SR R B R E RS
By - HEMEREREZE (FLEFE » 2006)

(2R RERIGE R

YR HBENFE R R E R REE 254 » B REE
BFHIRRER ~ [FIE R E AR ETH S T S - KRSy - #EvTRE
PHEF TR B LERER - WARERRERABRS - BERERE [
B EIRESERIRM R (BURHR » 2005) - SAURHFEER HEEKH ST
H42% Rt ~ R (M 0 2008) » BERFEMSE THEEZ 2N
SR -

QN IHCE il

BEAERERRTTEER - AMBESCEAARRIT 2R R RE
BUTHY 2B — B vp S AN ER 3 (RERR L) IR 2 B R T s R A
PREELIE Ry — R A BB PR - R H M TR JIRETER - W2 HBE LAl
EE AR TR YY - FIE PR B E B R 86 - LIAHE N T P A% (iR -
2008 ) °

(AR5 T BT

EnfEHE AN DIER B A RIFRRIER o A& TEAR ~ & HATEE
BREZFER » K2 ARE S MIE RS ER - AREZ R/ NEREE
iR AR i B BRI - AR EREH EH CAE RS B AR E A TG T e 7 7
SEREE S BB IR ABE (TR - 2005 5 22 - 2007) » DI #%TIE

Tt fE e -
(GHER LI E
FER HERERE G T DR 2 » At 2B - BRI 2 n] 3R

AR IR L EZ 7Y SRR (FFERRE - 2007) - RERIFEENERES L - BIT
BHEE ~ BERER - WERHALBERRIRRAN S INEE) - LU TR B

ARG - LT IREEERE -
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(6)31 FRARAVIEE

NOIEF ARG ER AR B 32 ~ H8V N ~ SIS EAIS, #8EEH
B2 - EREKE S - GERM I FRIRAHEER R - ELACREE 20 fF 2B ER
g - AR RE o KEHBLAVEGE - AR R T BT
SERF - S ELEN I A BRI e (JEBIA > 2001 5 FFFEEE © 2007) °

3. REEREREBIRT

OEEXHERRES - O AR - HEABREEHEN - EARZE
HEE ~ MR ERIRERENEE - EXERKEZD - BREHISNY
HE Vi IR B BUR R R TSR B - 5RBERS (2001) BEFEH T BIREHE
HEANA T JREATURR B 2R | S HUE - (EERRELII TR A & i - RZFE %R
N AEEITCHERWZHEESIRGIZTR - fH - TIERR  —F A S E
FORERM L TEIR » BN T B ) R R < ik - AT RS [HRE BE 20 By S -

EEER HERRNHARR - SURS R BIIMIEE H R - Kt
DU E Rl S E o F 2R ~ Bk BAHRR R -

(DHEZR 5 E2H R

EBEERHEA MR > BB REETHEET - B2
FHLER o R A B R BE A o TR DURH R & R 2R [
BRIt - GEIRS AN B 2EE - B REIREE B O EE R
(BREEE - 2008) - SEFER H 2B LLT F#IUER ) K EIVRESIR - Bo#
HRIGEHRES —RES IR - DT BB E AR S H S, (IR
fEfERE) Kt - RESEGEELENGER - 0" SIthEEEREE TS
(LUNEREFEE ) » B = AIRBIHE S LLBIE S — /02 — (R - 2005) °

AEASIR E EHEEDE Ny T B BUR - HEPREE S RN T R ) B2 -
R TAET =R ARTRCIE T i H AL NS RE T T S AIIRF R R R A7 DU A
FrPEE R o M ERES AR S R RERYBESE - R A S Tt
fert (B & - EEH] 2550 0 2005) @ HAERIERERE I AGERE - RES
—IRAY T FE B EE TR R R ACRIRES, - AN e & IR
BWELT > NSIE ACRHEANETBIRASIIERTT - ZRBEREEHOE
T W DAEERAE R HE R - AR T (00 o T REAT L R T IR ) A DT IR Al
PO - DS EURRIR A - ShTEIRAY T 1 ) AR £ T REfE miE EARE
FIERSE N ARG EE - WA RS ERERE © B - HROSRERI A
IR -

(2rEAIE FREE T3

B B 68 HEHIR B R LG 22 166 - MR RIE 88 HEEIESEPUfR
RUEIRERAIREC BIRHE - O EER H S DR B REE SRR Y
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1 T IR AR o B REE MBS IR R C BT - H
% EEETERR () BUREL » R REE R B RS AR < R
H o WILEGE - fEXRHEE MR > ZEAHES O8RSl 2807
o SEBT T/ N R B ERLRS AR R IR AR - BHERRTS FEERER HAE R
HEHGE @ WHRRFEZR B FEERETHE R - FEERTTERH
B o fERHBERAATENRZ T HEREESW o KRB RBENERS
MR- EkeE s I B

= WEHB

AR LGERSIE R B2 H RT3 - 007 B R B A B e S Y &R T
Ry > DURARREASAE R A BB E N K RAEE) - AR & LU T RE ¢

(RERAE R HE2EW AR TR (WK - EaEEIE) Ryfal 2

CRER R H 2w B RE 2

(CERERAE R H2E AR Gm R A i R Ryl 2

g~ BF5E T

(ISR 5

B R s NAIRITER A 2 E RIS DB R E T RE | RLGER R
Y T ELER ) - FEAMERGRELENAS B iefiiimE - KIILMEE %
By B amEE - #EILERERTS R LR - RRBI79OL - 9041 H
FHg ks I LERE 0 9343 AR I ERE A RERGERBEESS o0 W12
BRAEASHE TN J 0 R GEREE E—ERE L L B AR G - AR MR
R amtd - v ERBEH g 55w EE - @ BRGEEANARBS T EEL
SRR AT -

EHERHE RN EEARNERA R mE 4 EXEHE2H
e iEE BEAGE KRR S - 220084 6 H 1L& BHEEE# 6,200
%N - H& BainTE U hiEE SRR - KIS s B R BRI E A Ui
TimtE T fER H M, RH P2 B MR A SIS S -

CIWFSE T

ARG R ER I RIS - A2 B s im e e » TR 20
FYEEHEMNT RKEEHIES) - #g RIEGE—F2 H Kozinets (1997, 1998,
2001, 2002) fiTgl] » FEHESOE B BRI EHTT ROk TSI IER 5k - %
RIREEIR B RIGGER BBl - RIGEEFR S E Zl 2 e HE AT - DI
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T A S S G CRERER » 2007) - RIGSEIIFEE LERHIE AT
gkt B E TR ENEAHRRAU A ~ B o HOTERBEE AR E RN
DUBEAE B A o B AR T 2R A B R L A3 - B 15 H CRIBTSE R REEL
Jile] e

Kozinets (2002 ) FEHIRERE RFEE » 80" FEFT AR R R IGRS L » 2T
FHVEVENTIC T - DTS 5k B R DURR IS B R Sl T AR B © &
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Abstract

The history of homeschooling in the United States can be traced back to several
decades ago. The main reasons parents choose to homeschool their children
are religion and concerns for the school environment. Since 1997, homeschool-
ing has become a legitimate option for parents in Taiwan. According to the
statistics, the number of homeschoolers has doubled during the school years
2006 and 2008, which is a rapid growth. However, homeschooling still is an
alternative educational model that is unfamiliar to the public in Taiwan. It is
important for homeschoolers to have support groups so that information and
experience can be exchanged. Nowadays many homeschool associations has
set up websites to provide related information, including network forums, such
as discussion boards, on the websites to function as a media that everyone who
is interested in, or is homeschooling, can come and share their thoughts and
experience. This research uses netnography and takes homeschoolers, who
intend to help their children to learn the Chinese Classic Literature, as an ex-
ample to analyze homeschoolers’ information behavior on the network forum
and examine their information needs as a mean to understand homeschoolers.

Keywords: Homeschool; Information behavior; Netnography; Education for
Chinese classic literature

SUMMARY

Introduction

The history of homeschooling in the U.S. can be traced back to several
decades ago. In general, homeschoolers in the U.S. can receive support from
homeschooling associations and rich resources for teaching. Furthermore, there

* Principal author for all correspondence.
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are a number of online support groups set up by homeschooling associations on
the Internet as one of the information resources homeschoolers can obtain. In
Taiwan, there are also support groups organized by homeschoolers which serve
as communities for homeschoolers to share experience without having to travel
long distance. This study focuses on the homeschoolers learning Chinese Classic
Literature (CCL) as a start of understanding homeschoolers.

Related Literature

Homeschooling means to educate children at home based on different
needs, age, time, and learning purposes. The history of homeschool in the U.S.
started since the 1960s and is about 20 years earlier than the development of
homeschool in Taiwan. However, homeschoolers in both places have struggled
and tried very hard to legalize this particular teaching option. The reasons for
homeschooling in both countries are mainly because of the dissatisfaction for
school environments and teaching methods of traditional schools. In addition, the
education needs for religion and ethics are also the reasons why parents choose
to homeschool. Whether in the U.S. or Taiwan, parents are concerned about the
learning environment in the traditional school setting. In particular, families with
religious background are worried that the teachings provided at schools are far
different than what they believe; therefore, would rather choose to homeschool
their children. In Taiwan, a group of people believe learning the Chinese Classic
Literature, including important literature written by Chinese philosophers such
as Confucius and others, is beneficial for children, especially for the purpose of
better and deeper ethics education. Many parents started to homeschool their
children because of the promotion and popularity of learning CCL in Taiwan.

In the U.S., a number of different resources are available for homeschoolers.
According to the National Household Education Surveys Program (NHES, 2006),
homeschoolers use public libraries (78%) as the most important information
source; homeschooling catalogues, publishers, and experts (77%) as the second
most important source. In addition, recent studies (Sims, 2007; Jackson, 2008)
show that homeschooling parents use distance education as one of the teaching
methods and resources when the needed information is not available in the local
community.

Research Questions

The purpose of the study is to understand the information behavior of
homeschoolers learning CCL, including their information needs and information
activities. The research questions are as follows:

1.What are the information behavior, such as information needs and
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information activities, of the homeschoolers learning CCL?

2.What are the characteristics of the homeschoolers learning CCL?

3.What are the subjects shared on the online forum for the homeschoolers
learning CCL?

Research Methods

The researchers conducted netnography to study the homeschoolers learning
CCL. Netnography can be used in studying the members in an online community
who communicate and interact mainly through the Internet. The data collected are
from the discussion posts that are publicly available from the online forum. By
conducting netnography researchers can understand the culture and phenomena
of a particular group of people in an online community. In general, four types of
members can be identified in an online community: active participants, insiders,
social members, and visitors. The former two types can also be called opinion
leaders (Kozinets, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2001, 2002).

Data Collection

The researchers started to browse the online forum as a non-member
since November, 2007. On April 15", 2008 the researchers registered at the
online forum and became members of the forum. The time for data collection
ranged from January, 2007 to June, 2008. The researchers did not interact with
the members nor reveal the researchers’ identities. In addition, because of the
nature of the Internet, the members of the online forum may include users from
outside Taiwan. Due to the natural limitation of the forum, researchers could not
completely rule out the members who do not live in Taiwan; therefore, all the
posts collected from the 18 months are included in the data analysis.

Results

The posts in the online forum can be grouped into two types: general posts
and popular posts. The results of the analysis for the two types of posts are as fol-
lows:

1.Information on teaching experience, teaching method, and experiences

from other members are highly valued.

Many homeschoolers experienced difficulties on teaching methods for
learning CCL; therefore, such information and sharing of experience are
highly valued.

2.Members actively share information related to homeschooling in general

as well as their personal feelings.

When members found useful information that is related to homeschool,
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they would share with other members. In addition, it is found across
different topics that members would share their feelings or encourage each
other.

3.Visitors often have specific information needs and value much of the

sharing from the opinion leaders and the social members.

The researchers found that visitors would seek directly the posts from
the opinions leaders and the social members. Visitors would feel much
encouraged and delighted when they received positive feedback from
these two types of members in the forum.

4.The main information source for members is the sharing from the opinion-

leaders and the social members. They also enjoyed participating in related
activities promoted by the group.

Most members would take in the opinion leaders’ suggestions for lesson
plans, which is similar with what is found in the literature. In addition,
the finding also corresponds to what is in indicated in National Center for
Education Statistics (2006) that homeschooling association is seen as one
of the information resources in the U.S., homeschoolers who teach CCL
also participate and value activities organized by group.

5.Popular posts are important and necessary references for homeschoolers.

By examining the popular posts, the researchers were able to verify the
information needs for homeschoolers, which are teaching experience
and method for learning CCL, as well as the related information for
homeschool application.

6.The statistics obtained from the number of topics provided by the system do

not entirely represent the information needs for homeschoolers learning CCL.
The statistic clearly showed the topics of the discussion in the online
forum. However, the researchers found that for some topic, even the
number of posts are many; there are no discussions from the members.
Therefore, in order to understand the information needs for homeschoolers
learning CCL, obtaining only the statistics from the number of posts
would result in a biased conclusion. Researchers must also analyze the
content of the posts for more completed understanding.

Netnography is a relatively new research method for studying human behav-
ior on the Internet. Researchers can obtain first hand information from observing
the online communities, but usually without much interaction with the members.
The researchers understand the limitation of netnography. For future research and
for interested researchers both in the industry and academia, we suggest adding
other techniques for data collection, such as emails, phone interviews, and/or face-
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to-face interviews, so that the varied data source can enrich the understandings of
the user group.
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