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Yk (BIANSCY ) AEA RIRT B B A 10 R A AR T =X 0 AR
[FIRARHE » Dl HERVEEE ~ OE B R AUTR 2L AR R SRFEATHE{LLL
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FhEtE ) BID R AR R SEERS - # H BLRIEGER H FHHE R E R A A
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SCENRIRY iR A BT E R b 5 IR AR e R - REEERLE - 238
RBITERIFRHEMGT - B ERE BRGNS W8tk - hAEATR
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Archives: A Content Standard, DACS ) » [lt4) » 3£ B4& £ 8 F# (Manual of Archi-
val Descriptions, MAD ) JRY 1986 SR HIRT » 1989 SEER TRy MAD2 » 2000 5 F X2
ST MAD3 » INE& A tE R R R Rules for Archival Description, RAD » &
FABIBEEHE 5 TH » BRSPS & (International Council on Archives, ICA) A
1993 HEEEFRHIE T BRI Z AL H FAREUE General International Standard Archival
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W% T APPMEREZERHIRE » (H R Bl it B OSCIRHlE » SEAS 2 HRE visual
friendly (3£5) °



500 BEERHEEREE 46 : 4 (Summer 2009)

3. BYERREERE
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PR B RMEMERY B M o Rt (LI ae SRR B0 S S R e e &
BEIFFERE (Getty Research Institute ) BRAAZE R B R Bl ~ EEEE AP RI S LAYHER]
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Thesaurus for Graphic Materials (TGM ) » E AR ETAE it B SV G5 e o3
¥ THICONCLASS thri8 B B « TEERHRSIITHE T - 1980 AR -
Getty fl1College Art Association of America (CAA) W& kA7 B4l & R TA/E/ A
(Art Information Task Force, AITF) » 1995 4F#E 328 ERAVE i h i 5
(Categories for the Description of Works of Art, CDWA ) DL CDWA s EErE 2 FRnY
Object ID J; VRA Core JR5:1%H3] o Object IDZE CDWA I T-E245 (subset) * 4310
fE%EH - VRA Core$t¥1854l7 ~ FEEFa LGB AMIMERET - MERERIASHE
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19934 » FEJAHE % BRI B B IS A4 - PO B Rl AR B ALY R SR B
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BRAIE: - Sl sV < BRI ZRAREECCO 501

HEHHEMS - WARRRREEIIRERER (326)

VRA RREFriefy 3 Yith H R HEHE - I REBUEA T T RE ¢4
w38 (VRA Core) J#i4ir &8 B (CDWA) SR T RMEHEY iR 2 & R S 3
AE ~ WYEEESRE - BEERE AR - BEREEESULERE TIES -
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Ry TR CCOTERIZREFLAYTTE R » HTaIGEL B §ii3% I8 5 FH 72 18 35 8 57
Yk H R ANEE T R CAACR2R) B R ATRERNMIE ~ B A B S8t
MNAKEHE RDA LEHE - SIARERERR E A& =0 (MARC21) » DIFIEYER © RDASZ Re-
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I AKPIARFESE RDALLT EHIC#IIEETE K , (Functional Requirements for Bib-
liographic Records » f&if FRBR ) Fo Bt - 105 FE H A Ss IR BRI SR E H (A0
URIs) » HEBERREKAT - KR H B RYMEE R 30H  8 BIR A
R TD#% (transcription) » B4 : {EERGRE -
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R ifEatam - FHELYIH CCOMLERITE » MR A ERYAACR/
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IS ERTRI AR EHREZ SR - Llcontrolled list] Z © 350
AL Ci ) Be (P2 F8H -

%2 CCO$2AACR/CCR B MARC21 #E %k

cco AACR/CCR MARC2]
PRI G ) GMD/SMD 245 $h
ERHEREDR 300 $a
655 $a
REA (i ) 1B, ~ HAEAL R 245 $a
REA AR (Rl ) A H 246
aft = () 740
gs )
BIE [ (i ) FERGL 245 $c
BB (i ) (k] ) FHHIEE 1XXj Main Entry - Attribution
BIER FEaCis ) (e Qualifier 7XXj Added Entry -
HABBIEE () Attribution Qualifier
[V MEEMRE () 1XXe Main Entry - Relator
Term 7XXe Added Entry-
Relator Term
545
T RaRi AT 250 Edition Statement
TR PR (A ) = 300
M BRI () M EEIE 340 Physical Medium
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[%EQ@IE 562 Copy and Version
%ﬁﬂﬁﬁgi Identification Note
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DL S B e R 5L

ORF e R PR 5
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B Ar E ) 655%z Genre/Form Term

e e P 3 S - Geographic Subdivision
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BIERLE ()

BN B R
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F A=K CZEH D)

TR NG EEMEREHEE 520 Summary, etc.

FRAGERD () FisE 650 - 654 Subject Index terms
HE AR ) 653 (uncontrolled term )
FREBHTY (0) 655
MHHRE FEHEH 050
FHH (D) 084 “Other classification

number”
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SRR
AR R R
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BE/RHHSE View Description T@,}Ewew BB R A view 38 éf?]‘i
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(fi)
HE7RIEAY View Type (i)
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DIAMNAEIFFERI A GMD « R RDA - a5 R B A 25 A
FRE PR S AR NGRS R 0 BT EEREH - #ERAACR2R
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2.#%

AACR2RWFEEATH Ry " IEE - HEF A H M F B kR - JF
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BE& o EFR—EE R A RS - Hoh—(Eh TR o HARE
LHVEERIAE Ry T N4 - FiaE B FREA R DL H SR FRVEES ~ fERH R
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CCORWEEEMEEST RBITEE A « MEREEEEEME - BIEES K
TESLRIBIVE ~ BEt ~ BUE - BLEEUENEHEENER - CCONAACR2R —FEH
A ERE - NEBUIERIRLHE - AACR2RW T35 | SaZRAIIE B 254k LAl
TEH - BE X HE EMmEER - R EZERE RE A - HAIEE
IRLRSTHIEEIELE - A REE R B BB F MR RIIBIES « fEF]
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Abstract

Cultural objects are relics that have remained historical, artistic and scien-
tific values after experiencing human development processes. Cultural objects
cataloging has been a common main point for works of culture heritage related
institutions such as library, archives and museum. To standardize operations
of exchanging and sharing information resources, data description standards
have existed since the beginning of recorded history. Especially, the more
electronic cultural information emerges over the internet, the more important
cultural objects description standards are. In 2006, American Library Asso-
ciation published Cataloging Cultural Objects: A Guide to Describing Cultural
Objects and Their Images, as known as CCO, the first set of data content stan-
dards for cultural objects. In order to get further information about this tool,
the author explored the historical background, characteristics, and importance
of CCO by making comparisons with other data content standards (including
CCR, AACR2R and DACS) for those who work for domestic museums, libraries
and archives.

Keywords: Cataloging Cultural Objects (CCO); Data content standards;
AACR2R; DACS

SUMMARY

Cultural objects are relics that have remained historical, artistic, and scien-
tific values after experiencing human development processes. Cultural objects
cataloging has been a common main point for works of culture heritage related
institutions such as libraries, archives, and museums. To standardize operations
for exchanging and sharing information resources, data description standards
have existed since the beginning of recorded history. Especially, as the electronic
cultural information flourishes over the Internet, more important cultural objects
description standards came to existence. In 2006, American Library Association
published the first set of data content standards for cultural objects—Cataloging
Cultural Objects: A Guide to Describing Cultural Objects and Their Images, also
known as CCO. In order to obtain further information about this tool, the author
surveys scholarly articles, books, and web resources to explore the historical
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background, characteristics, and importance of CCO by making comparisons with
other data content standards, including Chinese Cataloging Rules (CCR), Anglo-
American Cataloguing Rules (AACR) and Describing Archives: A Content Stan-
dard (DACS) for those who work for libraries, archives, and museums in Taiwan.

The author begins with the historical background of CCO, which essentially
is the result of a data content standards initiative sponsored by the Visual Re-
sources Association Foundation for the cultural heritage community. The original
reason of the CCO project is because the cultural heritage community has never
had published guidelines that meet the unique descriptive requirements of cultural
objects, unlike libraries and archival communities that have well-established rules
for data content in forms of AACR and DACS. To response to the lacking of “AACR
for art objects”, CCO was eventually developed by an editorial team under the
auspices of Visual Resources Association.

The goal of CCO is to provide a content standard or guideline for catalog-
ing cultural works and their visual surrogates, promote shared documentation, and
enhance access. The primary focus of CCO is art and architecture, including but
not limited to paintings, sculpture, prints, manuscripts, photographs, built works,
installations, and other visual media.

CCO is organized into three parts. Part One discusses the general issues in-
cluding minimal records, relationships between work and image records, and de-
scribing complex works. It also provides an overview of database design and en-
tity relationships, authority files, and controlled vocabularies. Part Two discusses
the elements or areas of information for works. Each chapter is laid out according
to a similar outline, organized by the core elements needed to describe cultural
works and images. Part Three includes chapters on authority files including per-
sonal and corporate name authority, geographic place authority, concept authority,
and subject authority.

Comparing with CCR/AACR, there are some common characteristics. For
example, they are both cataloging standards, both linked to particular data struc-
ture standards (CCR/AACR with MARC, and CCO with CDWA and VRA Core),
both use certain data value standards (i.e., CCR with Chinese Subject Headings,
AACR with Library of Congress authorities and TGM, CCO with the Getty vo-
cabularies, ICONCLASS and Library of Congress authorities.) On the other hand,
there are also some differences between CCO and CCR/AACR. The essential
difference is that CCR/AACR is created for bibliographic cataloging but CCO is
for art works. Besides, unlike CCR/AACR, CCO deals with database systems
issues, has considerable portion of manual which is devoted to how to build and
implement authorities, and explicitly addresses indexing versus display issues.
Their conceptual models are also different. Resource Description and Access
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(RDA), a new content standard that will replace AACR?2, is based on Functional
Requirements for Bibliographic Records (FRBR). “Work” means something dif-
ferent than the “work™ in CCO. CCO focuses on the physical works, so there is
no real counterpart to the FRBR conceptual “work”. Both CCO and RDA address
the importance of “relationship”, but their entity-relationship diagrams are differ-
ent.

By comparison, there are some common characteristics between CCO and
DACS. For instance, they are both data content standards, both were developed
because AACR did not fully meet the needs for describing cultural works and their
images (i.e., CCO) and archival collections (i.e., DACS), both are output-neutral,
both are associated with a particular data structure standard (i.e., CCO with
CDWA/VRA Core, DACS with EAD, Encoded Archival Description Standard),
both are combinable with other standards, both are hierarchical, or can accom-
modate hierarchical relationships among objects in a collection or group, and both
are flexible in terms of accommodating diverse types of objects and groupings
of objects. There are also some differences between CCO and DACS. The most
important one is that DACS is intended for archival collections but CCO is for
art works. Besides, DACS may assume a deeper hierarchy than CCO. DACS is
working with a large, diverse archival collection but CCO’s focus is on individual
objects.

In the digital library/archive/museum environments, metadata standards play
a crucial role. The development of metadata standards is not an easy task, not
mentioning to meet the big goal of making metadata shareable. Much progress
has been made by Metadata Architecture and Application Team (MAAT) of the
National Digital Archives Program (NDAP) in Taiwan. In 2002, NDAP was initi-
ated. Next year (2003), “National Science and Technology Program for e-Learn-
ing” was launched. On January 1st, 2008, the two aforementioned programs were
integrated into the “Taiwan e-Learning and Digital Archives Program, TELDAP”.
Throughout the years, TELDAP has accumulated a wealth of digitization experi-
ences and materials.

Creation of standard-based descriptive metadata for cultural objects is very
labor-intensive, but it is very critical and worth for sharing. It is true that there
is no such thing as “one standard fits all”, but combining cross-cultural standards
with a Chinese CCO can be a better solution than nothing. In April 2009, MAAT
participated and reported on MCN in the 2009 Annual Meeting in Taiwan. Also,
MAAT organized a workshop that was intended to invite more in-depth discus-
sions on AAT in Chinese collaboration project between TELDAP in Taiwan and
Getty Research Institute in the U.S. The efforts of MAAT for assisting collection-
based projects of the NDAP, especially for promoting and planning metadata
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mechanisms and services in Taiwan were well received. The author suggests that
it is necessary for the museums and cultural heritage communities to develop a
Chinese version of CCO in Taiwan. This cultural endeavor requires an across-the-
board thinking and the participation of specialists from various fields, especially
libraries, archives, and museums (LAM). The author believes that MAAT will do
well in developing this metadata standard.

Since AACR has a deep impact on CCR, catalogers in Taiwan have great
concerns about the development of AACR revision. Resource Description and Ac-
cess (RDA) is expected to be released online in 2009. In the changing process of
evolving cataloging in digital era, the author suggests that metadata contributors
in Taiwan, especially those who work in cultural heritage communities, must seek
to explore possible strategies for developing CCR and other content data standards
in archives and museums.

In conclusion, the author stresses that since CCO is an essential tool for de-
scribing and providing access for art works, it should be a good cataloging guid-
ance for the cultural heritage communities in Taiwan and can be at least used as
a supplement to library cataloging standards. For instance, in CCO, the Chapter
on Physical Characteristics can provide a very good guidance for librarians who
always struggle with diverse objects descriptions. Although “Dublin Core” is a
very popular metadata standard in Taiwan, it is not adequate for describing cultur-
al objects, especially in Chinese language. In light of the strong need for a com-
mon written set of guidelines for describing cultural objects to share metadata,
perhaps it is a good idea to develop a Chinese translation of CCO.
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