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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to solve the problems occurring when elemen-
tary teacher librarians and teachers collaboratively design integrated infor-
mation literacy instruction. The collaborative action research was used as a
framework in this study. The researchers, a teacher librarian, and three teach-
ers worked together to implement four action plans, which lasted for one and
a half years. During the research process, the methods of collecting data in-
cluded observation, interviews, document collection, and survey. The research
results showed the following possible strategies for improving the collaboration
between the teacher librarians and teachers: 1. In the stage of collaborative
initiation, the teacher librarian and teachers should actively invite each other,
or join school research projects to start designing the integrated curriculum; 2.
In the stage of collaborative planning, they should start to plan the detailed in-
structional contents for the coming semester during summer or winter breaks,
and the instructional schedule should be flexible; 3. In the stage of collabora-
tive implementation, they should co-teach and allocate dedicated time for dis-
cussion and reflection; 4. In the stage of collaborative evaluation, they should
develop both of evaluation methods and rubrics, and assess students together;
5. In the stage of collaborative reflection, the teacher librarian should invite
teachers to examine the curriculum comprehensively when it is finished, and in
an ideal situation, they can collect all the documents into a portfolio for a ref-
erence in the future.

Keywords: Collaborative teaching; Information literacy; Information literacy
instruction; Teacher librarian; Collaborative action research
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SUMMARY
Introduction

As the overwhelming flood of information bombards us today, many re-
searchers suggest that schools should integrate information literacy into the con-
text of classroom curriculum, and educate children to be information literates,
who can recognize, locate, evaluate, use, and create effectively the needed infor-
mation (AASL & AECT, 1998; Andretta, 2005; Breivik & Senn, 1998; Harada &
Yoshina, 2004). Van Cleave (2007) also found that integrated information literacy
instruction should be delivered at students’ point of needs which link research
skills instruction to the larger context of a course or program. Otherwise, infor-
mation literacy skills cannot be integrated into students’ learning habits. How-
ever, successfully implementing integrated information literacy instruction is not
easy. It can be influenced by many factors; collaboration between teacher librar-
ians and teachers is one of them.

The book titled Information power: Building partnerships for learning
(AASL & AECT, 1998) declared that instructional partner was one of specific
responsibilities teacher librarian should take. The teacher librarian should work
closely with teachers in the curriculum of designing authentic learning tasks and
assessments and integrating the information abilities. Thus, collaboration is a key
theme in building partnership between teacher librarians and teachers.

As for the degree of collaboration between teacher librarians and teachers,
a large body of studies proposed various taxonomies (Eshpeter & Gray, 1989;
Farwell 1998; Kresberg, 2001; Lertscher, 1988; Turner & Naumer, 1983; Web &
Doll, 1999). In general, it can be integrated into four degrees of collaboration: no
collaboration, isolated instruction, partly collaboration, and fully collaboration.
In the degree of no collaboration, teacher librarians and teachers carry out their
instruction in isolation, which means the former do not support the latter’ teaching
at all. However, in the degree of fully collaboration, teacher librarians work with
teachers to plan, deliver, and evaluate learning activities that incorporate informa-
tion literacy.

According to Hughes-Hassell & Eheelock (2001) and Thomas (2002), the
collaborative process between teacher librarians and teachers is composed of five
stages. They are the followings: collaborative initiation, collaborative planning,
collaborative implementation, collaborative evaluation, and collaborative reflec-
tion. Although several principles of collaboration between teacher librarians and
teachers have been established (AASA & AECT, 1998; Hughes-Hassell & Whee-
lock, 2001; Small, 2000; Thomas, 2002), whether they are suitable for the school
environment in Taiwan is questionable. Thus, if we want to promote integrated
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information literacy instruction in Taiwan, more research should be conducted to
explore this question. On the whole, the purpose of this research was to solve the
problems occurring when elementary teacher librarians and teachers collabora-
tively design integrated information literacy instruction.

Methods

The collaborative action research was used as a framework in this study
(McNiff & Whitehead, 2002; Reason & Bradbury, 2008). The researchers, a
teacher librarian, and three teachers worked together to implement four action
plans, which lasted for one and a half years. This research was conducted in An-
An elementary school, located in the southern part of Taiwan. Though there were
abundant learning resources in this school, most students were used to copy and
paste information in their reports. Teacher Huang was a new teacher librarian and
knew slightly about collaborating with classroom teachers. This was the main
reason why this study chose An-An elementary school as the research site.

Teacher Huang was the principal axis of the four action research cycles in
this study. The researchers closely cooperated with Ms. Huang and other three
classroom teachers, had ongoing dialogues among each other, and reflected on the
process of the research during the entire study. A new revision for the action plan
would be proposed if it was needed.

The four action plans were described briefly as follows:

1.First action plan: The integrated information literacy course was 6th grade

social-studies. The unit was Family, Society, and the World, and the time
frame was 6 weeks. Teacher Huang helped the classroom teacher hold a
debate about gender issue as the learning activity.

2.Second action plan: Teacher Huang selected Teacher Chu as the partner

who was a fourth-grade science teacher. The unit was Insect Inquiry and
lasted about 7 weeks.

3.Third action plan: Third grade teacher Wang was the third partner. They

collaborated to conduct a unit of Exploring Chiayi City where the
elementary school was located. The course was about 5 weeks.

4.Fourth action plan: Teacher Huang continuously collaborated with Teacher

Wang to design a topic in social studies. It was to train fourth graders to
be student guides for historical sites.

During the research process, the methods of collecting data included obser-
vation, interviews, document collection, and survey. All of the data were orga-
nized and coded based on the types of data and dates. Then, these materials were
read and analyzed continually by the researchers, so that salient categories could
be identified. These categories thus represented different perspectives drawn from
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the whole data set.

Results

The research results showed the following possible strategies for improving
the collaboration between teacher librarians and teachers:

1. Process and results of the stage of collaborative initiation:

According to the data from the four action plans, both teacher librarian and
teachers could actively invite each other, or join school research projects to start
designing the integrated curriculum. If the school could form a learning com-
munity to support the concept of information literacy and partnerships between
teacher librarians and teachers, the collaborative initiation would be easier to
achieve.

2. Process and results of the stage of collaborative planning:

Due to the lack of collaborative experiences, Teacher Huang did not solve
all of the problems occurred in the stage of collaborative planning until the fourth
action plan. The problems found were the lack of detailed teaching plans, ad-
justing course contents too late, and no sufficient time to collect needed learning
resources. Thus, Teacher Huang reflected that he should start to plan the detailed
instructional contents for the coming semester during summer or winter breaks,
and the instructional schedule should be more flexible.

3. Process and results of the stage of collaborative implementation:

Two problems happened during the first three action plans in the stage of
collaborative implementation, which were the lack of regular time for discussion
and not knowing each other’s detailed teaching contents. No until the fourth ac-
tion plan did Teacher Huang and the classroom teacher Wang co-teach in the same
classroom and allocate dedicated time for discussion and reflection.

4. Process and results of the stage of collaborative evaluation:

According to the research data, in the first two action plans, Teacher Huang
and teachers evaluated students’ performance separately, which made students
difficult to know how to meet both teachers’ standards. Based on these unsuc-
cessful experiences, therefore, Teacher Huang and Wang designed and developed
evaluation methods and rubrics, and assessed students together during the third
and fourth action plans. As Eshpeter & Gray (1989), Loertscher (1988), and
Webb & Doll (1999) said, the quality of integrated information literacy instruction
depended on whether teacher librarians and teacher could collaboratively evaluate
student learning.

5. Process and results of the collaborative reflection:

After experiencing four action plans, both teacher librarian and teach-
ers found the importance of collaborative reflection. Thus, the teacher librarian
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should invite teachers to examine the curriculum comprehensively when it is fin-
ished, and in an ideal situation, they can collect all the documents into a portfolio
for a reference in the future.

Conclusion

Four conclusions and recommendations are proposed as the results of this
study for researchers and educators to consider:

1.When teacher librarians and classroom teachers implement integrated
information literacy instruction, they should take collaborative instruction
in every stage of the instruction.

2.School administration should establish feasible policies to support teacher
librarians and teachers in designing integrated information literacy
curriculum, such as flexible scheduling, co-teaching, information literacy
learning community, etc.

3.Schools should enforce the policy that requires teachers finishing the
instructional design during summer and winter breaks.

4.For future study, it is suggested to develop the integrated K-6 information
literacy curriculum through the collaboration between teacher librarians
and teachers.
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