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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the possibility of applying debate in
the 6th grade social studies to promote students’ information literacy and their
understanding of the subject matters. The debate topics, which came from the
6th grade social studies textbook, were “Should the legislation protect human
cloning” and “If the Internet brings more good than harm to elementary stu-
dents”. The debate activities were designed on the base of the Big6 information
literacy model. It comprises six stages which are Task Definition, Information
Seeking Strategy, Location & Access, Use of Information, Synthesis, and Evalu-
ation. This study lasted a semester, and the data was gathered through partici-
pant observation, interviews, and document analysis. The results showed that
debate could be used in the 6th grade social studies curriculum. Through col-
laboratively designing debate activities between teachers, it is easier to integrate
information literacy instruction into the curriculum. Furthermore, to systemati-
cally design the information literacy curriculum is another important issue.

Keywords: Big6; Debate; Information literacy; Social action; Social studies

SUMMARY
Introduction

Social studies education has gradually shifted from knowledge-based learn-
ing and mandatory memorization of facts to exploring the meaning behind the
facts and developing information seeking skills. Particularly, the discussion
and investigation of controversial issues become the recent focus in teaching
social studies. Many scholars thought that the teaching strategies of social stud-
ies should place more emphasis on nurturing critical thinking and implementing
social action programs as well as teaching research methods so that students are
able to select, collect and evaluate information independently (Beisser & Schmidt,
2001; NCSS, 1994; Wade, 2001).

In fact, this ability is the information literacy, which is to locate, organize,
evaluate, utilize, and create a variety of information sources. In recent years,
many scholars integrated information literacy across the contexts of school
curriculum using the Bigb model. (Abdullah & Zainab, 2008; Berkowitz & Serim,
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2002; Parsons, Kaelin & Moore, 2003). The biggest advantage to using the Bigb
model is that the information literacy process can be shown in each of the six
stages. Michael Eisenberg, the founder of the Bigb model, pointed out that it was
not necessary to complete the six stages in order for problem-solving; teachers
can emphasize one specific stage depending on the students’ abilities. Is the Big6
model applicable to the debate activities of elementary school students? How will
the students perform? How will the teachers think of this approach? These are the
research questions investigated in this study.

In sum, the research purpose of this study is to explore the possibility of
using debate in the 6th-grade social studies based on the Big6 model.

Methodology

The collaborative action research was used as a framework in this study. The
researcher, an information literacy teacher, and a social studies teacher worked
together to develop an action plan which applies debate in the social studies. This
action plan was based on the Bigb model and the study lasted for one semester.

The research site was in a 6"-grade classroom which had a total of 34
students (18 male and 16 female). Because these students never participated in
debate activities before, the researcher and the teachers planned a 2-cycle de-
bate so that the students had more practice and the teachers had more chance to
improve their instruction by reviewing the students’ performance.

1. Cycle 1: The information literacy teacher assigned a debate topic (“Should
the legislation protect human cloning”) to the students and also provided them
with most information they needed for debating pros and cons. The debate activ-
ity followed the Bigb model. A formal debate competition was held in the class-
room and it was followed by a review of the whole learning process.

2. Cycle 2: Upon the information literacy teacher’s request, the students
voted for a debate topic from the social study textbook, which was “If the Inter-

2

net brings more good than harm to elementary students.” The debate process
still followed the Bigb model except that the students had to seek and organize
most information by themselves. At the end, the teacher led the students to
review the debate activity and discuss how this issue could promote a social
action plan.

This study obtained the data through the following four methods: participant

observation, interviews, surveys, and document analysis.

Results

It is a feasible strategy to apply debate activities in the elementary social
studies by following the Big6 model. This strategy provided a problem-solving
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structure for both the teachers and the students. For example, no matter what the
subject is, the teachers expose the students to the currently available informa-
tion sources and have them prepare a concept map for the topic; then, based on
this map, the students collect more information if needed; After evaluating and
integrating the information sources, the students elaborate the issue through class-
room debates; last, the teachers lead the students to review their learning process
and draw a conclusion. Therefore, this study agrees that the Bigb model is ap-
plicable to all subject fields and age groups; however, both the teachers and the
students need to master the information-solving skills and enjoy their learning.

As for using debate in the social studies, although the teachers dealt with
a number of miscellaneous things (i.e., selected the debate topics, collected the
information, instructed the students to use what they learned to prepare a concept
map, seek information by keywords, and organize the information by notes grids,
and then participated in the debate activity, etc.), the students had a practice of critical
thinking and they were able to have a more complete understanding of the knowledge
in social fields such as human cloning and the impact of the Internet. In addition, the
students got hands-on experience by proposing action plans for the public issues.

Nevertheless, to achieve a better result in using debate in the social studies,
the schools need to design systematically the information literacy curriculum and
take the responsibility of cultivating students’ self-learning ability. Further, the
schools should encourage teachers to collaborate with each other. For example,
during winter and summer breaks, the information literacy instructors can work
with the class teachers to develop a cooperative curriculum and list all the factors
which may affect the classroom debates such as the topics, the time arrangement,
and assessment methods, etc.
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