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EDITORIAL

In and Beyond This Issue

The list of journals indexed in 2011 Taiwan Social Sciences Citation Index
(TSSCI) database was announced in October this year. The total number of different
journals in TSSCI this year reached 93 because six new periodicals had been added
to it. Journals for information & library studies (ILS) traditionally belong to those
for education science domain, according to the classification of the National Science
Council in Taiwan. Although three new journals had been added to those for education
domain, yet they did not belong to those for ILS. Does it mean that Taiwan’s ILS
journals have been too saturated to be indexed into TSSCI archive? Or, are there not
enough journals of high quality to be indexed any more? These two questions are
worthy of our efforts to think deeply. Not only should we as librarians critically
review our own efforts, but also the system and mechanism of TSSCI, indeed.

There were six articles being rejected, but five are kept for the first Issue,
volume 49, so the ratio of rejection is 55%. However, there were 22 pieces of essay
still in the process of being assessed by our reviewers until the end of October. We
do hope that in the near future, there will be the third ILS journal being indexed
into TSSCI archive, or even into the Taiwan Humanities Citation Index Core (THCI
Core) database for the reason of ILS as an interdisciplinary field, right?

The present Issue includes Elderly Participation in Public Library Voluntary
Services: A Case Study of Taipei Public Library by Pei-Yi Lee and Shan-Ju L.
Chang; Analysis of the Co-authorship Network and Hot Topics in the Robotics
Literature by Ya-Chu Hsu, Yuan-Ho Huang and Hong-Chu Huang; Evaluation of
Prior Art Search Methods for Chinese Patents by Yuen-Hsien Tseng, Tso-Liang
Kao, and James Jeng; Digital Archives for the Study of Taiwanese Buddhism by
Jen-Jou Hung, Marcus Bingenheimer and Jr-Wei Shiu; Comparisons of Reliability
and Validity between Teacher-assessment, Student Self-assessment, and Peer-
assessment in a Web-based Portfolio Assessment Environment by Chi-Cheng
Chang and Ming-Fun Wu. Almost all these five works went through the entire
procedure of assessment and editing for a half or a whole year. The authors put
great efforts to debate and revise the drafts back and forth. In order to show the
special characteristics of integrating different fields within the ILS studies in
the present Issue, many of these drafts have so unique topics and contents that
it was very difficult for them to find the reviewers who were willing to accept
the invitation from the editor of JOEMLS. That is why the procedure has been
delayed. Besides, this Issue has no enough space for too many articles at a time
and the submission was relatively much more numerous than before. That is
the main reason why the publication lag of this Issue has being lasted so long.
Therefore, we are highly grateful to all of you who are so patient and supportive
that this Issue can be launched successfully.

Jeong-Yeou Chiu
JoEMLS Chief Editor
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