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EDITORIAL
In and Beyond This Issue

The rejection rate for this issue (Vol. 50, no. 2) was considerably increased.
Thirteen manuscripts were received and reviewed and nine were rejected, which
means we only accepted 4 articles for this issue with a rejection rate of 69.23%.
We hope to adjust or control the growth of the rejection rate because the well-
being of an academic journal can’t be established only through the rejection
rate; the acceptability and legitimacy of the submission and review process in
our own professional domain have to be taken into account equally as well. It is
also essential that the open information about the process to be more transparent
and effective. In addition, how to adequately review the growing number of
interdisciplinary research papers (e.g. Library & Information Science and its
educational technology related sub-fields)? These are the issues that we target and
continue to work on.

We are also concerned about the fact that, even with limited resource
support for research and scholarship, there are more commercial databases of
scholarly journals that continue to expend and penetrate the market. That drives
up the competition among commercial databases and libraries will discover
more duplicated content in these databases. If the situation of scholarly journal
publishing industry in Taiwan worsens, it will create a disadvantage for the
industry in Taiwan in the future Cross-Strait competition among scholarly
resources. In the recent years, Open Access has been a wildly discussed issue.
The Taiwan Government has issued and recommended some copyright agreement
sample documents to inform journal publishers not to give away “exclusive
rights” to database vendors. It does seem like the idea of “products of scholarly
research are part of public domain” has been reinforced. The Journal of
Educational Media and Library Sciences has been a supporter for Open Access
and opposes to monopoly practices. With that devotion we have made many
efforts in promoting Open Access policies and practices, which is evident to the
public. Nevertheless, we remain highly critical and cautious when it comes to the
development of “publicly-owned scholarly information” for we do not want to
act blindly following a trend before the scholarly publishing in Taiwan matures.
Putting scholarly information into the public domain without a well-developed
system will jeopardize the current establishments of scholarly publishing.
Developing “public-owned scholarly information” requires commitment from
the Government to create and execute sustainable management and government
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funding policies. However, are we ready? Does the Government have a well-built
roadmap to guide us? Not to mention that we are constantly under the pressure
of competing and cooperating within the Chinese scholarly publishing industries
with China and Hong Kong.

Finally let’s shift the focus to our Journal. This issue includes 4 research
papers: Ti Yu (F-58) and Chao-Chen Chen (BfHZ¥) focused on “A Study on
the Relationship between Organizational Learning Culture and Organizational
Performance in Taiwan’s University and College Libraries”; Yu-Wei Chang
(GRARED presented “The Influence of Book References on Characteristics of
Interdisciplinarity in the Fields of Humanities and Social Sciences”, Hai-Hon
Chen (#i&73L) presented “How to Use Readability Formulas to Access and Select
English Reading Materials”; and Jiann-Cherng Shieh (F#{##%) and Huang-Wei
Lin (#AE£EE) published “The Study of Web Findability Based on Its Breadth
and Depth”. We greatly appreciate the submission from the authors and other
researchers, which gives us an opportunity to continuously grow and evolve.

Jeong-Yeou Chiu
JoEMLS Chief Editor
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