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EDITORIAL
In and Beyond This Issue

For this Issue 2, Volume 52 of Journal of Educational Media and Library
Sciences (JoEMLS), twelve manuscripts are reviewed; in which four are accepted
and eight are rejected, with a rejection rate of 66.7%. The four research papers
published in this issue include “Constructing Bibliographic Relationships of
Journal Collections through FRBR and DOI” by Huei-Chu Chang, “Quotation
Errors in the Articles of Library and Information Science Journals in Taiwan”
by Hsuan-Hung Kao and Wen-Yau Cathy Lin, “Investigating the Structural and
Textual Characteristics of Internet Physicians Review” by Ming-Hsin Phoebe
Chiu and Chia-Ling Chang, and “A Study of the Evaluation Dimensions and
Criteria for OpenCourseWare Websites” by Yi-Ju Wang and Chien Chou.

From the research topics appeared in our journal in recent years, we can see
that there is a common research field between Library Science and Instructional
Technology field; this means that scholars in the Library studies field have been
keeping an open mind and acumen for integrating cross-field subjects to include
Information Technology, Media study, and Educational/e-Learning topics.
However, if we look closely at the small group of scholars in Information and
Library Studies (ILS) in Taiwan, we can not help but worry about the deficiency
of variety, depth, broadness and continuity of research topics in the ILS, which
causes a crisis for the development of this subject field. This is an issue worth
concerning and contemplating. When can we achieve the goal of building an ideal
scholarly publishing environment that integrates scholars from Taiwan, China,
Hongkong, Macau and other Chinese societies in the world? In such an academic
platform without nation boarders, as those international scholarly journals we are
familiar with, we can see an integration of a single subject field with cross-field
knowledge from a variety of languages, nations, and cultures. It is only in such a
mutually beneficial environment that a healthy scholarly communication ground
is possible.

At this moment in Taiwan we are facing a policy reform of the journal
ranking system in humanities and social sciences field, with the Ministry of
Science and Technology being in charge of this matter. We are curious about
the future development. Whether TSSCI and THCI Core databases will be kept,
or a journal ranking system in humanities and social sciences will be launched?
And what is the official “core journal” database of humanities and social sciences

in Taiwan? For a short term, Taiwan-based databases might not be able to index
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those journals published in the Mainland China. If so, then how do we integrate
Chinese-language journals from Hongkong, Macau, Singapore and other Chinese
societies? We are wondering if the government unit, such as National Central
Library, can take the actual and long-run responsibility of building the Citation
Index of scholarly journals in Taiwan. Should we actively encourage (or treat
fairly) private sectors in Taiwan to participate in development and competition of
the scholarly journal database industry? These reform results will greatly influence
the next decade’s development of scholarly journal publishing industry, and
thus a decisive factor of predicting the destiny of Taiwan’s scholarly publishing
performance in the world.

Jeong-Yeou Chiu
JoEMLS Chief Editor
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