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EDITORIAL

Warning Signs in Changes of JoEMLS
Publication Frequency

This issue (Volume 53, Issue 3) of Journal of Educational Media and
Library Sciences (JoEMLS) has become the last issue of this volume. After
this issue, JOEMLS will formally become a tri-annual journal, issuing in March,
July and November of each year. This major change in publishing strategy has
been discussed and approved in the second editorial board meeting of this year.
JoEMLS has gone through stages of monthly and quarterly journals, thus our
editorial board has mixed feelings toward this decision. In recent years, many
journals in the humanities and social science field have encountered difficulties in
management, especially the lack of manuscripts written in Chinese and submitted
to journals published in Taiwan. The same problem has already shown in the
publishing of journals in library and information science (LIS) field.

The research population in Taiwan’s LIS field and relevant fields has always
had limited growth. It can be seen from the low numbers of applications for
subsidies in research funding from Ministry of Science and Technology. It has
been more and more difficult for running a journal publishing in Taiwan. The
unfriendly situation of insufficient research subsidies and strategic development
from the government, as well as the embarrassed inner condition of lacking
manuscripts and editorial staff, all made the problems difficult to solve within
a short term. The editorial board of JoOEMLS has managed to hold on two
premises—not to become “bound volume edition” by combining issues, and not
to compromise the journal quality by lowering the rejection rate. With these two
premises, we tried to figure out the most sincere, decent and responsible way of
making changes in publishing, with the considerations of protecting manuscript
authors’ rights, maintaining scholarly communication, and not skipping issues.
The tri-annual journal scheme could be the best choice for dealing with the
difficulties.

For this Issue 3, Volume 53 of JOEMLS, sixteen manuscripts were reviewed
and four were accepted, with a rejection rate of 75%. Another ten manuscripts are
still at the review process. Research papers published in this issue include “Barriers
approach to Innovation in Academic Libraries” by Fu-Hsuan Chuang and Pao-
Nuan Hsieh, “An Exploratory Research on Deviant Behaviors of Problem Patrons
in Taiwan’s Public Libraries” by Chen Su-May Sheih, “The Voice of the Young:
Attitudes and Perceptions of Filipino LIS Students and Young Professionals
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towards Professional Library Associations in the Philippines” by Joseph M. Yap and
Bilyson D. Alejo, and “The Pleasures of Reading Mystery Fiction and Mystery
Readers’ Book Selection Behaviors” by Chiu-Yen Wu and Chi-Shiou Lin.

In this issue, an observation report on the Romanization of referencing
styles of academic journals in Taiwan’s humanities and social science field is
also collected, for the reference of Taiwan journal editors who strive to make
their journals internationalized. It is expected to raise concerns about the future
development of Romanization of referencing styles in Chinese cited works, thus
for brightening the future of journal publishing not only in Taiwan but also in
China.

Jeong-Yeou Chiu
JoEMLS Chief Editor
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