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BEHNFEEA RS I fERAAE ~ FHE - DU/ NGRSO E
BT hthendp g2 -

= SR

ARSCLAERAR B R 40 A B B U R B R 2 BLE B 1T Ry - fEWF TR -
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The Pleasures of Reading Mystery Fiction and
Mystery Readers’ Book Selection Behavior

Chiu-Yen Wu? Chi-Shiou Lin?”

Abstract

The mystery fiction is a popular pleasure reading genre in Taiwan. This article
describes a grounded theory study that explored the reading pleasures and
selection behavior of mystery fans. Based on the in-depth interview with 21
engaged mystery readers, this study identified seven types of reading pleasures,
i.e., a sense of achievement from puzzle solving, feelings of amazement from
the revelation of truths, satisfaction of curiosity for the unknown, a sense
of compensation from seeing justice, senses of empathy and sympathy from
identifying with the story characters, and the reflection of the social issues
and values raised in the stories. The charms of mystery fiction may be
systematically described by following four of Hudson’s (1910) conceptualization
of fiction elements: i.e. the plot, characters, time and place, and the author’s
view of life prevailed in the stories. In regards to readers’ selection behavior,
this study identified four selection approaches commonly used by the
experienced readers to discover works that possibly meet their expectations,
i.e., the subgenre-oriented, author-oriented, series-oriented, and story-oriented
approaches. In addition, six factors may influence readers’ selection of works,
i.e., availability of expert comments, trust and confidence in the publishers,
book award information, adaptation into movies or television, quality of
translation, and first impression of the physical books.

Keywords: Mystery fiction, Mystery readers, Reading selection, Pleasure
reading

SUMMARY
Introduction

Mystery fiction, or alternatively detective fiction, is a popular genre for
pleasure reading. The genre features stories built on murders, crimes, or other
sorts of perplexing happenings. The leading character, often a detective, takes
on the challenge and reveals the truth bit by bit. Readers may enjoy a sense of
adventure and excitement through mystery reading (Charles, Morrison, & Clark,
2002; Fu, 2009; Matta, 2010; Saricks, 2009). In Taiwan, mystery fiction is also
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one of the most popular genres for pleasure reading (Librarianship Development
Division, National Central Library, 2016). Mystery readers consume
predominantly translated works by Japanese and Western writers (Chin, 2008; Lin,
2014). This study employed a grounded theory approach to research about why
the genre appeals to mystery readers and what kinds of pleasures are perceived
through reading mystery fiction. It further examined how mystery readers select
works that may meet their expectations and preferences. The findings may shed
some light on readers’ advisory work in libraries as well as provide valuable
information for book stores and publishers.

Methodology

The purposive sampling was used to recruit study participants who
considered themselves as fans of mystery fiction; they all self-identified as being
frequent and experienced readers. The theoretical sampling principle (Strauss
& Corbin, 1998/2001) was used during participant recruitment to enhance
subject diversity in reading preferences in different subgenres, writing styles,
and origins of works (Japan versus Western). In-depth interviews were used to
collect narrative data on reading experiences. The open coding and axial coding
strategies were used to compare and contrast the narratives to arrive at theoretical
condensation (Strauss & Corbin, 1998/2001). The interview questions are as
following.

Table 1 The Interview Questions

RQ1-2:  1.Why kinds of pleasures do readers obtain in reading mystery?
2.What appeals to mystery readers?

Interview @ Why did you become a mystery fan? What types of mystery
questions  fiction do you enjoy reading?
® What about mystery fiction attracts you?
® Please talk about the pleasures or sensations you perceive
during mystery reading.

RQ3: 3.How do readers select mystery works?

Interview @ How do you usually choose what you are about to read?
questions @ What do you consider when choosing a book?

Findings

1.The Pleasures of Reading Mystery

This study identified seven types of reading pleasures perceived when
reading mystery. Many participants were highly engaged in solving “puzzles”
in mystery fiction. Whenever they made the right guess, they obtained a great
pleasure of achievement. When the myth was intelligently constructed so that
they failed at making the right guess, they could still perceive a great pleasure of
amazement as long as the mystery solving process was convincing.
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Most of the participants considered mystery reading as fulfilling their
curiosity; it allows the readers to gaze at crimes or the dark sides of the society
that are usually beyond one’s daily life. By the end of the stories, the perpetrator
often receives some sort of penalty or sanction, which gives the participants a
sense of redemption and justice. Meanwhile, the mystery fiction is rich in topics
and themes so that many participants considered reading mystery as a knowledge
enrichment activity. Furthermore, participants may develop a sense of empathy
and connection as they read a story and develop deep reflections on social and
human values.

2. Appeals of Mystery Fiction

Hudson (1990) conceptualized that novels comprise of six basic elements:
plot, characters, dialogue, time and space, style, and view of life (how the writer
envisions human values, sociality, or philosophy of life). The participants of this
study commented on four of the elements:

(1)Plot: the participants expected a good mystery fiction to contain
a finely-constructed myth, and the process of solving “puzzles” is
reasonable and convincing; the storyline must embed and embody the
myth well so the readers become fully immersed in the story.

(2) Characters: the participants often preferred the myth solver to be wise
and kind, maybe somewhat eccentric or inscrutable; characters like
these were considered more humane and pleasant.

(3) Time and Space: the participants enjoyed the breadth and diversity in
mystery fiction in terms of the different geographic regions, cultures, or
problem situations in which a story takes place.

(4) View of Life: some participants particularly enjoyed works that deliver
writers’ unique observation and reflection on humanity and social
issues.

3.Book Selection Strategies

This study identified four book selection strategies used by the participants
to choose works they may enjoy reading. Selection by subgenre (e.g., classic
mystery vs. hardboiled mystery) and selection by author were two most
commonly used approaches by experienced readers because they have developed
knowledge about mystery subgenres and writers. Selection by series was an
approach used when the participants have previously read one book in a series
and enjoyed that particular experience. All of the three approaches relied on
prior experience. Selection by theme occurred when none of the aforementioned
strategies was applicable. The participants looked for information and clues about
a potential work. Factors presented in the following section may further influence
their choices.
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4.Factors Influencing Book Selection

The participants’ book selection may be influenced by six factors: whether
there was an insightful book review written by a trusted expert, whether a book
was published by a reliable publisher (i.e., reliable in terms of the publisher’s
book selection and print quality), whether it has won a prestigious award, whether
a book has been adapted into a movie or drama, whether the translation quality
met the participants’ expectations, and whether the participants found a book
appealing in terms of aesthetics and its narrative.

Conclusion and Suggestions

This study followed the analytic approach taken by Lin (2011) and Chang
and Lin (2015) to identify the various kinds of pleasures a reader may perceive
when reading a particular textual genre. This approach allows for systematic
comparison and differentiation of the pleasures from reading different genres
(or subgenres). This study identified seven types of reading pleasures based on
empirical evidence, some of them beyond the pleasures mentioned by Charles,
Morrison, and Clark (2002), Matta (2010) and Saricks (2009). It shows that
reading mystery fiction is not just about physical sensation and excitement. It
is also a highly intellectually challenging and emotionally soothing or engaging
activity.

This study also identified four book selection strategies and six factors
influencing book selection. The experienced readers participating in this study
used a combination of the strategies to select books. However, one may find
that most of the strategies require a certain level of knowledge about the mystery
genre. This calls for more effective readers’ advisory services to connect readers
and works. When a reader is less knowledgeable about the genre, he/she might
use previous experiences to identify subgenres or writers of interest. Book
vendors and publishers may also provide more information or excerpt content
relating to factors identified in our study. It may facilitate readers’ selection and
may engage more readers in mystery reading.
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