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EDITORIAL
In and Beyond This Issue

The year of 1665, in which Journal des S¢avans was published in France
and Philosophical Transactions in England, has been deemed as the beginning of
academic journals. The publishing format changed from books to journals, which
could be claimed as the first revolution in academic publishing. In 1990s, with
the rapid development of Internet, publishing agencies began to publish journals
in digital format. These electronic journals not only changed reading behaviors
of academic community members, but also dramatically enhanced effects and
efficiencies of scholarly communication. This phenomenon could certainly
be viewed as the second revolution in academic publishing. In recent years in
academic fields, both individuals and institutions have been under the enormous
pressure resulted from the rising prices of academic journals. At this time, one
possible option for fighting the high expenses of subscribing academic journals
would be adopting the mechanism of Open Access (OA) for publishing and
circulating journals. However, the cost of publishing electronic journals has not
been lowered much. There is no such thing as a free lunch, and who will pay the
bills for scholarly journals?

JoEMLS has become a member of OA journals. Readers can obtain full texts
for free online, and we only charge a small amount from authors for translating
and editing English abstracts. For manuscripts written in English, since there
is no need for translation, the authors would not be charged for anything. The
high expenses of publishing are mainly supported by the publishing units’ parent
institutions. This is thus a subsidized OA journal. For those journals published by
academic societies or business publishers, it tends to be difficult to get subsidized
for publishing. Since the concept of OA journal is not charging readers, it is
certainly reasonable to charge from authors. Thus, article processing charge, or
article publication charge (APC) is the natural outcome. However, how much is
the APC? How to collect the fee? Who should pay? These have become issues
resulting in challenges and wrestling between scholarly community members
and publishers. We also wonder whether the translation of English abstracts and
Romantization of citations of JoEMLS fall into the range of article publication
charges?

From the perspectives of readers and authors, if we expect the OA
mechanism of publishing and circulating to be a possible option for fighting

against the out-of-control increasing prices of academic journals, we should
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not overlook the discussion and even supervision of reasonableness of APCs.
From the perspective of journal publisher, if we would like to maintain a steady
operation of publishing journals, reasonable computation of APCs and design of
fee policy would be an important part of journal management, especially with
the diverse developments of business modes of OA journals. Following this
logic, all members of scholarly communities should get involved and not exclude
from the discussions of this issue; otherwise, readers and authors could only be
manipulated by publishing institutions, or publishing institutions will be dominant
in defining the future publishing of journals, excluding authors from participation.
Furthermore, governments should have responding strategies and policies for
managing academic research; otherwise, the OA mechanism of publishing and
circulating journals not only will detour from a healthy development, but also
might follow the wrong steps of the disastrous business mode of traditional
journals in the western. This is our earnest appeal and serious reminding.

In this new issue (Volume 54, Issue 2), four articles are collected. Three
are research papers and one is brief communication. The brief communication
and one of the research papers are English manuscripts. Sixteen manuscripts are
submitted for this issue; 12 manuscripts are rejected, with a rejection rate of 75%.
Another ten manuscripts are still at the review stage. The articles published in
this issue include “An Unfair Game: The Dilemmas Posed by Academic Research
Evaluation to Sociology Monograph Writing in Taiwan” by Tien-Hsin Chang and
Chi-Shiou Lin, “A Revenue Analysis on Taiwan’s Publishing Industries from the
Prospective of Knowledge Discovery Using Government’s Financial Database” by
Ming-Ju Hsu, “Exploring the Factors Influencing Agencies’ Engagement in Open
Data: A Case Study of Taichung City Government” by Yang-Chou Lai and Tung-
Mou Yang, and “Embracing Ebooks: Acquisition and Collection Development
Landscape in Philippine Academic Libraries” by Janice D. C. Pefiaflor and Justina
Garcia.
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