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EDITORIAL
In and Beyond This Issue

In the past few months, three significant factors have played an important
role in affecting the scholarly journal publishing in Taiwan, of which that is the
most relevant to JOEMLS is, according to the new guide on journal rankings in
library and information science field, JOEMLS has as usual been rated as the first
grade journal and indexed into the TSSCI database. Quite intriguingly, Research
Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences (RIHSS), Ministry of Science and
Technology, has issued an official letter to universities for expressing concerns
and clarification about the dispute that some universities have limited the core
journals to the first grade journals and rejected the second grade journals.

The truth is, the Ministry of Science and Technologies has from the
beginning committed an error by mistaking the uses and terminologies of “Citation
Index” and “journal ranking”. No wonder some universities would have doubts
and concerns right now. It is not surprising that these universities would only
acknowledge those “first-grade core journals”. Since the lists of TSSCI and
THCI Core have being extended, universities naturally have to re-evaluate these
journals and adjust their money distributions for encouragement. In Taiwan, the
regulations and policies on scholarly journal publishing are often quite ambiguous
and confusing, thus resulting in the continuing and implementation of wrong
policies. This is a worrying issue.

The second factor affecting scholarly journal publishing in Taiwan is that,
since it is not easy for journals of humanities and social sciences from non-
English-speaking countries to be indexed into SSCI or A&HCI databases, it is
reasonable that we have citation databases exclusively for humanities and social
sciences in Taiwan. In the past years, the Ministry of Science and Technologies
(National Science Council) has provided subsidy for commissioning Western
publishers, such as Springer, to publish journals of Taiwan, with the hope that
journals of Taiwan can be indexed into the international citation databases soon.
However, if we take a close look at the past years’ records of expenditures, budget
and performances (commitments) of these commissions, we can see that the
outcomes of these efforts are actually not as expected. The truth might be quite
embarrassing. In terms of databases or the meaning of scholarly publishing, these
journals of “Taiwan” that are subsidized by the government are actually publications
of Western companies. However, those scholars are quite enjoying the fake honor
of staging on journals of overseas well-known publishing companies.

The third factor regarding academic publishing in Taiwan is that, the
Ministry of Education and Ministry of Science and Technologies on one hand
have always advocated “academic ethics”, but on the other hand have ambiguous
attitudes toward the issue of the order of authors on a paper. According to the
Academic Ethics Guidelines by the Ministry of Science and Social Sciences, in
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the guideline 9 it is mentioned that “based on the for-better-for-worse principle,
co-authors are responsible for the paper content within a reasonable range,
that is, once an author has gain the co-authorship on a paper, he or she should
be responsible for the contributed part...” This is obviously a degradation
of academic ethics. When a “co-author” has to be responsible for only “the
contributed part”, it is not possible to prevent greedy and cheating misconducts
of inappropriate co-authorship. Some scholars might form specific authorship
rings to list each other as co-authors, no matter how much each contributes, just
for mutual benefits or power and influence. Once there are controversies on the
paper, each author is only responsible for “the contributed part”. These people
can always harvest the benefits of co-authorship on papers and get away from
troubles, because their contributed parts tend to be not so important theories or
paragraphs. In addition, some senior scholars or young scholars looking for
faculty positions in universities tend to have a long list of publications on their
resumes; they might be proud of their abilities of publishing six to ten papers
of SSCI/SCI level every year, but they are unaware of the fact that they might
be violating academic ethics. However, university principals or presidents are
exerting their power to recruit these new faculty member with “many works to
his or her credit”, for hoping to assist the school to squeeze into the QS World
University Rankings, in order to gain the title and budget of “top universities”.
The guideline 9 of Academic Ethics Guidelines of the Ministry of Science and
Technologies is literally a scandalous one manipulated by a group of scholar
tyrants in the Ministry. Officials, well-known scholars, junior assistant professors,
and graduate students, are all indifferent toward this phenomenon, either for mutual
benefits or under threats. If the new guidelines of Taiwan’s “academic ethics” are
such abnormal and embarrassing, it is nonsense to expect a future of really normal
academic ethics.

In this issue (Vol. 54, Issue 3), three of 13 manuscripts are accepted, with a
high rejection rate of 76.9%. The problem of scarce manuscripts has reappeared.
It is a warning sign to both our journal and the relevant academic field. We
would like to thank the contributed authors for making this issue to be able to
be published. The manuscripts published in this issue include, “The Impact of
Camera Shot and Background Design for MOOC Videos on Student Recall and
Flow Experience” by Pei-Yu Wang, “Exploring Collaborative Health Promotion
Services between Public Health Centers and Public Libraries” by Tung-Chi Hu
and Yu-Wei Chang, and “An Analysis of the Questions of Online Medication
Consultation Service” by Kai-Ying Chu and Ming-Hsin Phoebe Chiu. With these
authors’ hard works and reviewers’ efforts, JOEMLS is honored to have its present
academic significance.

Jeong-Yeou Chiu
JoEMLS Chief Editor
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