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Abstract

Owing to the price increases in article distributing and scientific publication,
the academics have been demanding for “Open Access” resources in recent
yvears. However, whether academic publications belong to public property
or not remains undetermined. This article that begins with the discussion
of the attributes of thesis & dissertation in terms of public information was
to explore the Open Access policy impact of all the stakeholders who have
involved in the scholarly database marketplace. Eleven university libraries in
Taiwan and two main commercial and non-commercial university degree paper
database providers including one national legal depository were interviewed.
This study also aimed to demonstrate a virtual cooperation of industry-
government-university under the rapid and various development of academic
service and high international competition environment. Concerning the right
interpretation about electronic thesis authorization, legal deposit policy and its
management related issues, the finding showed that many university libraries
were charged with managing the thesis deposit within their duties but lack of
regulation consistency and sensitivity of academic ethic. We believed that it
is a fundamental long-term solution for a virtuous cycle of industrial survival
and academic development. University libraries’ thoughtful consideration for
authorization policy and the government’s good timing for choosing OA, both
will be of great importance to the success of the thesis deposit policy.

Keywords: Theses and dissertation, University library, Legal deposit,
Authorization model, Electronic thesis, Open access.
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SUMMARY

Introduction

In recent years, there is a call for open access (OA) in academic fields and
government units of Taiwan, but theoretical discourses and concrete policies are
not available yet. The government has started to modify laws regarding making
academic information public, for responding to the call for open access and for
meeting the trend of information digitization. Therefore, in addition to academic
journals, degree papers (including master theses and doctoral dissertations) as a
big chunk of academic information, have received a great deal of attention and
involved discussions leading to myths about open access. However, the fact is,
not all academic information comes from public sectors.

For facilitating the conformance and expediency of degree paper
management policies, some questions have to be clarified first. Therefore in
this paper, the largest two information service providers in academic societies
(the academic database industry and legal deposited libraries) and relevant
stakeholders (including the most directly involved authors of degree papers and
libraries of universities from where those authors are graduated), were investigated
for their opinions about the promotion of policies regarding open access to digital
files of degree papers, strategies of collection and value-added applications, and
authorization management, as well as the impacts of these policies and strategies
on them. The relationships and impacts of relevant regulations and actual
implementation in libraries were also investigated.

Research Background and Problem Statement

The major issues discussed in this paper are stated below. Can all degree
papers be labeled as public information and categorized into public property of
copyrights, thus become one of targets of open access policies in academic fields?
Can degree papers of academic information be defined as public information?

Among all academic resources, degree papers are no doubt academic
publishing works involving individual creations which are entitled to protection
of intellectual property rights, but in theoretical and practical regulations,
degree papers are still not defined as published works. In addition, with
different natures of university libraries in private and public sectors, there are
questions regarding defining information as of public or private sectors. When
institutional depository or archiving is no longer the only destination of academic
publishing works (especially degree papers), and when there is a trend of
emphasizing other practical uses, such as being circulated, retrieved and cited
in scholarly communication, non-commercial operations might not fulfill all the
responsibilities and meeting all the needs, and the incorporation of commercial
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operations might be leading to solutions. The largest two collectors of degree
paper databases in Taiwan are the National Central Library (NCL) and the Airiti,
and Airiti is the one involving profit-seeking enterprise. The building of free
resources might be directly removing obstacles of knowledge access, but will
inevitably inhibit the growth of the scholarly publishing industry, and might even
lead to wasting of resources or losing of momentum for promoting scholarly
publishing, due to a lack of competitive environments.

Research Design and Results

In this study, the Airiti as the industry unit, and NCL as the public sector
unit, along with librarians (or university library directors) who were responsible
for degree paper deposits in 13 university and college libraries, were interviewed.
Interviews were conducted through on-site visits, assisted with telephone or
email contacts. The purpose of interviews was to investigate the interviewees’
opinions about the open access issue regarding degree papers. We intended to
find out whether libraries and copyright holders were willing to agree upon the
authorization of making public of digital files of degree papers, along with copyright
holders’ considerations for making public of degree papers, and the status quo of
authorization in different universities. From interviews with librarians, the current
situation of degree paper access by library users was indirectly investigated.

Research results were categorized into two themes—policies regarding open
access of degree papers, and authorization modes. Corresponding reviews and
reflections were also provided. In addition, from the interview analysis, it was
shown that most interviewees considered degree papers be put on the track for
open access, but regarded non-open access or delayed open access as optional
choices. Impacts of non-open access or delayed open access on copyright holders,
libraries and library users were also investigated. Among these choices, there
might be considerations regarding copyright holders’ involvement in plagiarism or
citation misconducts. It was revealed that when promoting open access policies,
academic misconducts could easily become potential obstacles.

Conclusions

At this moment, we are discovering and caring about the academic and
commercial values of scholarly publishing industry. The industrial output values
are calculated by the gross revenue, which relies on the survival of the industry
and the scale of returns and benefits it brings to the whole country, universities
and library users. Following this logic, is it wise to insist on blindly promoting
open access policies in Taiwan, where it is with limited resources? Meanwhile,
it is also farfetched and dangerous to define degree papers as government
information or public information. The government and academic field in Taiwan
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should be cautious about the development contexts and contextual differences of
the international open access movement, and should participate in the movement
step by step. The government should balance between meeting the public
interests and assisting Taiwan’s scholarly publishing industry for participating
in international competitions. It should also balance between protecting
intellectual property rights and not compromising library information services,
for promoting development of scholarly publishing industry, and even the digital
content industry. Taiwan, where Chinese is as the major academic language,
is an important communication platform for degree papers generated in areas
using Chinese language across the Taiwan Strait, including Taiwan, China, Hong
Kong and Macau. However, due to passive and defensive measures adopted by the
government, there is a lack of active policies for assisting the scholarly publishing
industry and addressing open access issue that meet Taiwan’s interests. It thus easily
makes Taiwan’s scholarly publishing industry a weak market environment. In another
words, it is wise to create an environment where the scholarly publishing industry
and the academic field have positive relationships. University libraries should review
the content of policies regarding authorization and deposit of degree papers, and the
government should cautiously choose the timing for developing open access policies.
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