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EDITORIAL

An Earnest Request on Ethics of Academic
Journal Publishing

Gate-keeping for academic ethics has always been an extremely important
task of managing scholarly journals. The common actions violating academic
ethics and causing harm to journal quality include multiple submission, omission
or fabrication of citations, and plagiarism, etc. Other relatively invisible and
special cases of violating academic ethics involve fake co-authors or fabricated
original research data. As a journal editor who has been managing a decent and
healthy academic publishing environment, it is essential to pay close attention
to the common and special cases involving academic ethics. Even though it
is not easy to actively inspect and discover malpractices in real situations, it is
important to reminder manuscript submitters of following relevant regulations
with an earnest and serious attitude." This is the only way to protect rights of both
sides (manuscript submitters and the editorial board), and to facilitate advocating
educational issues on ethics of academic publishing.

Our Journal (JoEMLS) has already issued on our official website “An
Announcement about Ethics of Academic Publishing”, which addresses the three
aspects of responsibilities of chief editor and executive editors, reviewers, and
manuscript submitters, and also indicates relevant investigation processes and
possible disciplinary actions that will be adopted by our journal. Due to the fact
that some cases might involve issues of adducing evidence or violating privacy,
it is important to handle such cases with extra caution, for not making wrong
accusations and for identifying the actual malpractices. We deeply regret that
in this issue (Issue 3, Volume 57), three manuscripts from Taiwan and overseas
violated the standard regulations of academic ethics. These cases involved issues
of multiple submission, suspected plagiarism, inappropriate citations, and citing
of non-existent sources or contents. It indeed took a great deal of time, money
and efforts to handle and investigate these recent cases. Despite this, we do not
consider there is a general deterioration in the present academic environment.
What worries us is the reckless attitude of scholars in Taiwan and overseas toward
regulations of academic ethics. This recklessness might cause harm to their future

development of academic career, and would damage the quality and reputation
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of involved scholarly journals in a split second. It is fortunate that these real
cases have been identified and held back before being accepted for publication;
otherwise, the subsequent handling procedures and results would be more
complicated and embarrassing.

We are fortunate enough to avoid such an embarrassing situation because
we have been preparing with internal regulations regarding editing and publishing
processes. For example, before all the manuscripts are accepted for publication,
they must first go through a plagiarism detection system, and the repeated text
paragraphs will be reviewed through another round of manual inspection. In
addition, we rely heavily on reviewers as our gatekeepers who timely identify and
report suspected cases, for preventing subsequent chaos.

In this issue (Volume 57, Issue 3), three research papers and one observation
report are published. A total of 11 manuscripts went through the review process
and seven were rejected, with a rejection rate of 63.6%. A stunning high number
of 12 manuscripts were rejected before the review process, due to the fact that
they did not follow our regulations on format and length, or the manuscript
contents did not match the purpose and objective of our journal.

Our sincere gratitude is dedicated to the authors of manuscripts in this issue,
including “Content Analysis of Library’s Facebook Confession Page ‘Kao-Bei
Library’” by Jia-En Lee and Hao-Ren Ke, “Effects of Public Library Storytelling
Activities on Children’s Reading Literacy Development: From Caregivers’
Perspectives” by Nien-I Chung and Hui-Yun Sung, “Development and Evaluation
of Emotional Conversation System Based on Automated Text Generation” by Te-
Lun Yang and Yuen-Hsien Tseng, and an observation report “Transformations of
Bibliographic Data into Linked Data: Bibliographic Ontology, Linky MARC and
Schema.org” by Ya-Ning Chen.

We deeply appreciate all the authors and reviewers of this issue who are
willing to support and agree on the Open Peer Review (OPR) system promoted
by our journal. We expect that future authors and reviewers will also support our
OPR system, for making the quality manuscripts and review opinions open to the
public as the standard, and non-public as exceptions.

Jeong-Yeou Chiu
JoEMLS Chief Editor



HWEGRHELEEEE 573 (2020) : 287-290
DOI:10.6120/JoEMLS.202011_57(3).editorial

mE S
0 501 HE Rt P 7 o e e

B2 BR A B 1 2R 2 B TR Ry B BEE TR SR I - SR n] RESR SIUIT]
B ER B RO - B0 —ReZ i~ 5IRSORGTINEGE R ~ 5w
FHABHEIS - HE - ERREEZRN A RAGER MR - B2 #5
ANERTEERE ~ FUAHISEEREE B - MERRTERATEE TR 5 ) BT REIR ) WRETS
8 ORISR RS R & SRl R B St ST T i - R ERE I TAERA
fEEAREE - DB EE DA B T A B il - (Bt H R YRR R
DUSE BRI RE SRR EL ST HUA ' MER AL - A R DURIREE SRS - DU
FUFR Bl H R i B H A RRE R e -

A A E F R (LUNEAT) EEEME QS B0l B H i fa i
B ) sHEAR RS TIRIE ST - SPREERE  FERE IR - SEE
HRET > W T AR RIS - B rRERIBE 53 53 » RV 2838
B o e B AR B AL R - PR SR NETE - DORZIFEZIRE -
FEH REGEIRAY R ATITEE — B (5783 BRSHRETRIE T - ZRBA
=P3or sk H G E RS ERE RN T iR AR - e hlE R
&~ BEHIPIREGT FERE - AAAESEERYS (SO A - 38 L Iz BRI xl
JEELFRA R T - FHEACE T ATIAR DI ~ K88 R AJTEARBIRT S - BESRAN
bt - BAMHATE R H Rl SR mE e T - T2 LB MEE B2
AR RAVECRIE L - MERSEFMITRKAEM L ERR - WA S RES
PRI S A B AR - Fragis skl B E R ZBIARE M R 2 FIERITAIE %
Bt - AR R TR P R At R B R e - thoRe s AL -

ARTIRESR bt Se B L8 0T - [EIRER DI AT Pl e - 7E R
i R TAE EAYPIESAREE - BIA0 © BRHERT ARz s TR - IanEIER
HGm S CEERIRLE - DUGHE— L TR AR b —SE E
LB 5 BeAh o BT AT RGEE AREREE R A TITERR - Rt B A
MR EEWATETRE - T1SLLRIRFIEA AL R R 1 -

B (574 3 1)) FIE =Rt — RS e CEREET
15& - SBERHSLRE - BORFHER 63.6% o ILMIE e 12 ERaf R R EE kIR
ATRHEZASRIRER - BE RN B BEF N AREABEFEAE
TR -

BRI > TRES - DITRREESEEC RS RE T RE e 535 0 2
(20165FHFZE) + 135-138 -



290 BB AR EE A 57 1 3 (2020)

BT FEERL ~ AL [RIFE R (85 8 Facebook B 4 " SEALIE & 4
WA TGS 1 1SN - B ERELRERE VR R 1 T AL BB AR IS B A 4
SIRRARERR PR | DINGEEEERRT o it - GoTEAGRR T atE
A S H BN A R I RCARE R 1 DU SR 8 DI 28 T & H &g
FEERMEITA ISR « EHH AR  BERSRUBERERR H Bl Schema.org | » BATEL
AT E — BB SR B S A TR i R SRR (Open Peer Review - fif#
OPR) WUYEE RFELGFRIEA » B LRI EE = IR EA It by AR AT:
W EAENIRREEREES R - #BaEEE B FE MR RRESR - REA
FIRABARERIBOR © DUABIRJEAL - A RBARBISMY OPR A -

oS Mk
KA EHE TS LR



