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EDITORIAL

Be an Academic Gardener that Incorporates
Practice and Research

Although the role of scholarly journal editors is critical in the entire
scholarly communication chain, professional training for journal editorship
has not been emphasized or studied in Taiwan. In addition to complying with
international academic publication ethics, e.g., Committee on Publication Ethics
(COPE), journal editors must be familiar with the review mechanisms of various
major academic databases and journal reviews, for instance, Web of Science
(WoS), Scopus, Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ), Taiwan Social
Science Citation Index (TSSCI), and Taiwan Humanities Citation Index (THCI),
etc. Moreover, they should have a thorough understanding of the criteria and
meaning of each review. With the development of digital technology, journal
editors have to relearn and reconstruct a new form of process that is different from
traditional publishing when they perform the editing, proofreading, publishing,
and distribution methods and use various publishing and dissemination platforms.
However, there is no denying that this provides an opportunity for journals to
expand.

Journal editors in Taiwan’s scholarly publishing field are rarely professionally
trained or accredited, and there is no literature outlining the essential competences
of journal editors. Even though some scholars have investigated the audit and
evaluation of the non-citation-bibliometric study in scholarly journals, and some
studies have examined the impact of the current scholarly journal evaluation
system on journal editors’ practical work and scholars’ willingness to submit
manuscripts, it still shows that there is a high degree of uncertainty in the work
of editors of scholarly journals in Taiwan. In addition, the role of journal editors
in scholarly communication is still somewhat ambiguous, and there is even a
discrepancy between the name and the authority, and more profound and detailed
research is still expected on issues such as the specifications of editorship or
editor’s job functions.

The editorial team of Journal of Education Media & Library Sciences
(JOEMLS) has always been composed of many scholars who are passionate
about scholarly communication and journal publishing research. We often hope
to devote more energy to research on various related topics in addition to our
practical work. For example, exploring the functions of editors of academic
journals and gaining an in-depth understanding of thework content and practical



2 Journal of Educational Media & Library Sciences 59 : 1 (2022)

division of labor of the editorial team of scholarly journals in Taiwan at this stage;
also, collecting and analyzing the general application scenarios of editorial ethics
in scholarly publishing. The purpose of such a study is to understand the newer
development trend and environment so as to discuss and recommend policies and
plans for scholarly journals in the larger context, and to provide input to JOEMLS
in the smaller context.

In this volume, 18 manuscripts were processed, and only three of them were
accepted, while the other 15 articles were not accepted for publication, with a
reject rate of 83.33%. Some of these rejected manuscripts were lacking in form,
interest, and content, but often, they were the result of a double-blind review
system.

The manuscripts included in this volume are “Medical Librarians
Participating in Systematic Reviews: Perspectives of Citation Analysis” by
Shan-Shan Wang and Wen-Yau Cathy Lin; “The Publication Ethics of Preprints
and Preprints’ Influence on Knowledge Dissemination during the COVID-19
Pandemic” by Sophia Jui-An Pan and “Thesis by Publication: Definition,
Regulations and Issues for Consideration” by Chien Chou respectively.

These contributions are a timely selection, and we look forward to more
discussions and sharing with our academic peers in the future. However, all
contributing authors are our esteemed academic peers, and JoEMLS expects
contributors, editors, and reviewers to continue to work with each other in a
tireless spirit to share their research experiences and results. Each of us is a
gardener who carefully cultivates the fruits in the academic garden. Perhaps
there is a difference in seasonal ripeness between our duties and the fruits, but we
cherish every part of the process and the harvest, and we hope to share them with
others.

Jeong-Yeou Chiu
JoEMLS Chief Editor
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