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EDITORIAL

Opportunities for Deepening
the Reform of the Metadata Elements of
Journal Articles

The metadata of journal articles generally refers to information regarding
journal name, volume and issue number, article’s title, name(s) of author(s),
keywords, page range, etc. However, in order to help readers enhance their
understanding of article contents when searching for articles, most journal
publishers and database organizations present the above metadata together with
the abstract of the article to facilitate readers to quickly identify its content.
For scholarly articles, in addition to the academic value of the text itself, the
references cited by the authors in the texts have significant research value in all
the issues in scholarly communication and publication. The references not only
present the author’s exploration and recognition of previous scholarship, but also
assist future generations to further discover scientific trajectories and disseminate
scholarly knowledge through the cited references.

Although open access (OA) to academic journals continues to flourish in the
global academic community, most academic publishers focus on the open access
and availability of full-text digital files of articles. In contrast to the opening of
digital files, the release of metadata and their subsequent use are still awaiting
the discussion and efforts of the industry, government, and academia. In order
to implement the concept of OA, some groups have advocated opening up the
abstracts, together with the references, in articles in recent years, as a result of
which two initiatives, the Initiative for Open Citations (I40C) and the Initiative
for Open Abstracts (I40A), have come into being. Of the two, the 14OC even
hopes that academic publishers or journal publishers, under the premise of
providing free bibliographic data, can provide references at the same time, so as
to promote the release of citation data in a structured, separable, and open-access
condition, and then proceed to build a copyright-free academic citation database.

At the present stage, most of the search fields provided to readers in the
academic literature databases or official websites established by journals in
Taiwan are such metadata as journal name, volume and issue number, article’s
title, name(s) of author(s), keywords, and page range, but not including the
element of references. If readers want to retrieve the reference literature, they
must first confirm whether full-text downloading is permitted before further
downloading the electronic file of a single article, from ‘which they make the
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searches and checking; or readers must leave the search interface of the literature
database or journal website and navigate to the Taiwan Humanities and Social
Sciences Citation Index Database (free search) or Scopus and Web of Science
(subscription required) to do their searches and checking, without being able
to obtain the research information needed at a one-stop location. It is hoped
that academic publishers and journal publishers can work together with the
government and private databases, striving to integrate the complete metadata
of Taiwan’s academic journals and gear them to international standards, so as to
enhance the professional image of Taiwan’s academic publishing.

In this issue (Issue 2, Volume 59), 10 manuscripts have gone through the
review process. Two manuscripts were rejected at the internal review process
for format evaluation. Eight manuscripts have gone through the whole review
process, and four were accepted, with a rejection rate of 50% (4 out of 8).
The articles published in this issue include: “To Use or Not to Use? Exploring
the Factors Influencing Professional Reusers’ Intention to Adopt and Utilize
Governmental Open Data in Taiwan” by Tung-Mou Yang and Yi-Jung Wu, “Effects
of Afterschool Programs in Public Libraries on Disadvantaged Children: The
Case of the New Taipei City Library” by Ya-Wei Chuang and Hui-Yun Sung,
“Exploring Article Process Charge of Open Access Journals from the Perspectives
of Publication Characteristics and Citation Impact Indicators: A Case Study in
the Medical Field” by Chia-Yu Lin and Wen-Yau Cathy Lin, and “Estimation of
Topic Similarity and Its Application to Measuring Stability of Topic Modeling” by
Sung-Chien Lin. Special thanks are dedicated to the reviewers and authors.

Jeong-Yeou Chiu
JoEMLS Chief Editor
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