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Effects of Afterschool Programs in
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Abstract

This study aims to investigate effects of afterschool programs in public libraries
on disadvantaged children in Taiwan, which serves to demonstrate the value
of public libraries for supporting social justice. This study was qualitative in
nature. Interviews and observations were employed for data collection. Study
participants included: 22 children, 13 parents, eight volunteers, and seven
librarians. Findings of this study show that the reasons for parents allowing
their children to participate in the program were a lack of time to take care
of their children, an inadequate home learning environment, their children
requiring assistance needed for to complete their schoolwork, and the meal
voucher incentives. In addition, the main activities the children participated in
in the public library afterschool programs were finishing their homework and
independent reading; other activities, such as reading together, receiving help
with their homework, art projects, and games, were arranged by volunteers.
Finally, the effects of these programs were improvements in relation to reading
habits, reading interests, academic progress, learning vision, interpersonal
relationships, etiquette, and mental health.
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alleviate children safety concerns after school, and support children’s physical and
mental development. Time arrangement after school is associated with children’s
growth. The informal learning process is one of the influential factors in creating
children’s achievement gap, apart from the formal school learning (Hartman,
2011). Nevertheless, insufficient resources among disadvantaged families make
it difficult for some children to receive additional learning opportunities. These
families are consequently more dependent on support from social institutions.

Social justice is a core public library mission (Pateman & Vincent, 2010).
Public libraries provide free and equal access to afterschool programs for children
who need the services to support their learning and development process. For
children in comparatively disadvantaged economic and social areas, or those from
schools and families which lack learning related resources, afterschool programs
are particularly necessary with a view to compensating for the gap in education
resources (Bevin & Goulding, 1999; Bundy, 2006). Previous studies have also
shown how public libraries’ afterschool programs could positively influence
children (Bailey,1999; Huffman & Rua, 2008; Train & Elkin, 2000).

New Taipei City Library is the first public library in Taiwan that incorporates
afterschool programs to its regular services (S.-W. Huang, 2014), where services
for disadvantaged primary school children are prioritized. Afterschool programs
are executed by volunteers to provide homework help as well as reading
companionship for children; diverse activities are designed and carried out during
winter and summer vacations. Other than that, meal vouchers are distributed to
disadvantaged children upon fulfilling the required time of participation. This
study takes New Taipei City Library as an example to explore the effects of
afterschool programs in public libraries on disadvantaged children.

Methodology

This was a qualitative study, where interviews served as a primary data
collection method and observations as a subsidiary one. This study chose seven
branch libraries of New Taipei City Library as the research settings based on
their nature in representation, scale, and time length of offering afterschool
programs. Study participants involved 22 children from disadvantaged families,
13 parents from disadvantaged families, eight volunteers, and seven librarians
who participated in the afterschool program. This study adopted thematic analysis
for analyzing the data gathered, with a focus on reasons why parents let children
participate in the program, what activities children participated in, as well as what
effects the programs had on children involved.

Results and Discussion

The result has shown that the reasons for parents allowing their/children
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to participate in the program included: lack of time to accompany children,
inadequate learning environment at home, assistance needed for completion
of schoolwork, and the incentives of meal vouchers. Different from previous
research, this study found that meal vouchers served as a strong incentive for
parents to let children participate in the program.

Main activities in the public library afterschool programs in which children
participated were finishing homework and independent reading; other activities
were arranged by volunteers, such as reading together, homework help, artwork,
and games. The result has shown the effects of such programs on children,
including: cultivation of reading habits, development of reading interests, progress
in academic performance, enhancement of learning vision, boost in interpersonal
relationships, etiquette acquisition, as well as improvement in mental state.

Two of the most significant effects are of the reading and learning
perspectives. The library environment has increased children’s exposure to
books. The regular reading together time has helped children gradually develop
their reading habits, and they had experienced the fun in reading as they were
able to choose books to their preference. This study has found that activities
provided by public libraries were the only activities in which many disadvantaged
children (especially those from families lacking in skills and channels of information
acquisition) participate during winter and summer vacations. Children broadened
their learning vision as they read and participated in various activities, in which they
gained more new experiences and learned more diversly in numerous theme activities.

Conclusion

This study explored the practical operation of afterschool programs in
public libraries and the effects of such programs on children involved, in hope
of filling the research gap in this field. The results derived from this study have
demonstrated how public libraries fulfilled the social justice mission through
executing afterschool programs. These programs have brought about positive
effects in closing the information gap and learning gap of disadvantaged children
in the following aspects: cultivation of reading habits, development of reading
interests, progress in academic performance, enhancement of learning vision,
boost in interpersonal relationships, etiquette acquisition, as well as improvement
in mental state.
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