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EDITORIAL

Herd Behavior Led by Taiwan Open Access
Policy

Open Access (hereinafter referred to as OA) in international scholarly
publishing is cultivated with profound historical background, factors related to
industrial structure, the priority in state policies, the special political and economic
environment, and linguistic disparities. Since Taiwan is in a very special situation
and struggles to survive, pursuing OA from the west ignorantly without distinguishing
itself nor responding to the dilemma will demolish the soundness of Taiwan scholarly
publishing industry and the opportunity for sustainable development.

Historically, the accomplishment in western scholarly publishing industry
even led to the so-called “trust” monopoly, the crisis in journal price, and
promoted the recent Journal Transformative Agreements for libraries and
that proves OA policy has been international mainstream thought. All these
reflections and operation have certainly attributed to a friendly and reasonable
market environment for scholarly journal publishing with improvement and at
least prevailed the power of librarianship in defending public resources. The
stakeholders of all these incidents have composed a scholarly community with
journal authors, journal publishers, database vendors, libraries and scholars
(readers) from countries across the world who can hardly be excused from
this controversy of OA and anti-OA. Thus there is no exception for Taiwan.
However, is this simple and pure thinking correct? What role or roles has Taiwan
played while facing the academic war of century? The answer is, we have played
all user roles but were incapable of taking the critical part as producers.

Undoubtedly, the academic field of English writing, and the multinational
corporations built and operated by large scholarly publishing groups or database
companies are the main targets to conquer and the battlefield of this war. Taiwan,
in addition to publishing English academic articles, has much massive market
needs in Chinese scholarly publishing and publication. The environment in
Taiwan is completely different from that in international OA movement with
distinct historical development background and market needs. In other words,
Taiwan surely should meet international OA trend, take the same side and act
accordingly; yet Taiwan should adopt two-hand strategy to differentiate internal and
external moves. For international database procurement for library, Taiwan should
be at the same path of international alliance; yet for Taiwan scholarly publication
market/industry, Taiwan should be extremely cautious and respond rationally.
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Without considering the value of knowledge economy nor too much detail
on copyright, Taiwan should be able to align with current OA trend and prioritize
“academic information for public sector” as the first OA subject. Nevertheless
the reality reveals a huge gap to ideal situation and requires thorough auditing in
responsible agencies like National Science Council, Ministry of Culture, Ministry
of Education, National Development Council, the discernment on international
reality, and control on work priority rather than acting separately. Many public
sectors mumbled OA slogans without comprehension but implement policies
with conservation and contradiction. For example, national universities concern
not requiring licensing fee from external OA institutions may violate the relevant
regulations on property usage of public institutions and even break the laws
for “profiting from merchants”? Thus, potential partners and opportunities for
OA cooperation are excluded recklessly for the concerns above while overseas
OA institutions may enjoy the generous dedication without actually paying
any licensing fee to address the concept of “bringing Taiwan to the world” and
“internationalization”? Furthermore: recently government intended to invest in
establishing “the system for paper submission and review” for academic articles
without acknowledging the utmost needs should be based on necessity and the
deployment to review “theses for academic seminars” for all universities and
academy associations should be prioritized rather than to scholarly journals!
Policies lacking understanding on market mechanism nor development status,
measures based on preference, and improper OA policies are of great concerns.

National OA policy should be evaluated cautiously with consideration on
Chinese environment, state conditions, and industries to avoid impetuosity and
bigotry! It is unwise that Taiwan just followed international OA movement blindly
without tracks (means and goals), timeframe (observing timing and prior alerts),
debates (the necessity of Taiwan OA policies) and that led to the emergence of
recent “the Herd Behavior”. In addition, the soundness of Taiwan scholarly
publishing industry has been jeopardized consequently for its political concerns,
followed by nearly anti-business measures which are cultivated by the reality
pressure and political climate of the industry-government-university alliance
bowing to OA trend. OA policy lacking debates nor discerns is a simplified
mainstream moral consciousness and permanent saboteur to Taiwan scholarly
publishing environment.

Finally, in this Issue 3 of Volume 59, 12 manuscripts have gone through
the review process, we have accepted four manuscripts and rejected eight with
a rejection rate of 66.7% (8 out of 12). Several manuscripts are still in the

review process. The four manuscripts published in this 'issue’include A “Study
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on Taiwanese Scholars’ Perceptions and Practices of Open Access Journals”
by Hao-Ren Ke; “Multimodal E-Book Co-Reading Practices Between Parents
and Children” by Guan-Ming Chen and Chien Wen (Tina) Yuan; “Open Access
Mega Journals: Development, Peer Review Mechanism, and Suggested Practices
for the Academia” by Sophia Jui-An Pan and “Understanding the OA2020 and
ESAC Initiatives: The reflection of Transformative Agreements in Taiwan”
by Meng-Ling Lin. We would like to thank these scholars for their excellent
contribution and generous permission for making the peer review’s comments and
rebuttal open.

Jeong-Yeou Chiu
JoEMLS Editor-in-Chief
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